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Available on www.LavenderMagazine.com: Our Online Magazine, read it on your computer, 
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Every decision we make has financial ramifications. 
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realize their potential, we all win. 
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across the country — today and every day. 


wellsfargo.com/lgbt 


Together we'll go far 
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FROM THE EDITOR | Andy Lien 


TM THRILLED to finally feature Chastity Brown in Lavender. She's 
crossed my radar so many times in the past year that I feel a little be- 
hind the curve, but better late than never. I was listening to the recent 
release of the Minnesota Beatle Project Vol. 4 (put out by Vega Produc- 
tions to benefit music programs in schools) when I heard her rendition 
of “For No One.” She’s only done this one cover amongst her original 
works; it is so very gut-wrenching with her voice and interpretation of 
Paul McCartney’s lyrics. Slow and contemplative, Chastity sings: “And 
in her eyes you see nothing/ no sign of love behind the tears/ cried 
for no one/ a love that should have lasted years.” It captures a dreamy 
quality of yearning and denial almost too well. 

Apropos for the Valentine Issue? Indeed. 

Valentine’s Day falls when things can be pretty stinky for the 
singletons. It’s cold and somewhat dark outside, thoughts stray to 
cozying up with someone we don’t have. On top of it, we’re fighting a 
fight for the freedom to marry, which has foisted loving couples into 
our vision and News Feeds in great concentration for over a year. 
They’re everywhere and the more they’re seen by greater society, 
the easier the fight will be. Good. But, at the same time, it’s rough. ГЇЇ 


get it out of the way: I’m happy for you, you two make a great couple, 
blah blah blah. It’s true. I'm happy for people who have found their 
beloveds. But, it can bring out a little bit of the bitter, too. 

Some of us are working out of relationships. Some of us don't 
remember our last relationship. Some of us are even new to the 
community and just figuring out where we fit and what kind of rela- 
tionship we're looking to have. Hoping. Our Valentine's Days are 
for no one. 

The interesting thing about Valentine's Day is that we don't tend 
to ignore it as we would any other holiday that we don't observe. I 
never struggle with how to spend Hanukkah as a Lutheran, why do 
I worry about Valentine's Day as a singleton? We are funny peo- 
ple. I'm going to take it easy on myself and curl up with Grendel, 
my dog, as I would on any other Thursday night. ГЇЇ probably hang 
out on Facebook and listen to more of the Minnesota Beatles Proj- 
ect. Maybe, ГЇЇ have some ice cream that I have to share...wait for 
it...with no one. 

With love, 

Andy O 


CALL JOFFE FOR YOUR 


EREEILASIK 
ЕМЕЈЕХАМ 


AND FOR MORE DETAILS! 


Some Restrictions Apply 


See for yourself why Joffe is the Smart Choice for LASIK 


Personalized 
follow-up care and 
free enhancements, 
because we care. 


Custom technology 
to treat nearsightedness, 
farsightedness, and 
astigmatism. 


Dr. John Foley 


Medical Director 


Act By Feb 28th 


Save even more with your Flex Plan or 
THOUSANDS OF PROCEDURES Health Savings Account! ASK US HOW! 


PERSONALLY PERFORMED 
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You could get 
life changing results 
without spending 
your life savings. 


Flexible financing plans 
and Best Price Guarantee 
to make LASIK more 
affordable than ever. 


CALL 866-685-6994 
OR VISIT WWW.JOFFE.COM 


2311 Wayzata Boulevard South Minneapolis, MN 55405 


OFFE 


MEDI*CENTER 


What's Your Plan? 


Solutions - 
Roya Moltaji, CFP*, СҺЕС®, CASL™ 
for your АА \ Special Needs Financial Planner 
Mie ^ | à Financial Services Representative 
specifi т \ " И 7900 International Drive, Suite 700 
needs. ~ -N Bloomington, MN 55425 
4 | : 7 Д rmoltaji@metlife.com 


www.FinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 
Roya holds the Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor* designation 


: _ Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 
М Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (МИС), New York, NY 10036. „ &®& 
Securities products and investment advisory services offered by & 
Sta rt he re п p MetLife Securities, Inc. (MSI)(member FINRA/SIPC) a registered D 
dj 


investment advisor. MLIC and MSI are MetLife companies. Special 
Professional guidance can help you Special Needs Panning 8112047756 21ЗММ 

achieve your financial goals. Whether you J For the if in life.® MetLife 
are single or in a committed relationship, 

now is the time to start working with a See "1 


orn FREE LEGAL 
CONSULTATION | 


Adam Elg 
Financial Representative 


301 Carlson Pkwy #300, О Family Law / Divorce О Criminal Defense 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 C) Child Support О Business & Civil Litigation 
(952) 258-5032 C] Domestic Partnerships О Wills and Powers of Attorney 


aelg@minneapolis.nef.com 


1^ a 


New England Financial’ AA ur. ^ у 
A MetLife Company т» ido abe Ar ce CR ie Е ae 
Providing affordable legal services to the GLBT community since 1992 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, 200 Park Avenue, New York, NY ©2011 PNTS Offices conveniently located at Highway 94 and Snelling Avenue 
©2011 MetLife. L0412250875[exp0413][IA, MN] 


Kitchen looking RATES AS LOW AS 
more like an office? 3 99 % 
At this rate, you E APR* 
might want both. Variable Rate 


Get a great rate on a Home Equity Line of Credit. 
There's never been a better time to make those home improvements you've been thinking 
about. U.S. Bank is offering a Home Equity Line of Credit at a great rate of just 3.99% АРВ,“ 
with no closing costs. Not to mention the tax advantages, great service, and convenient 
branch locations. Start adding value to your home today. 


All of (serving you* 


x» Usbank.com/lowrate us ban k 


С) 800.209.ВАМК (2265) 


*3.99% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is available on Equiline Home Equity Lines of Credit with a U.S. Bank Package and a 70% or 80% loan-to-value (LTV) or less. Minimum credit limit conditions may also apply and 

vary, depending upon the market. The APR will vary with the Prime Rate as published in the Wall Street Journal. As of December 21, 2012 the variable rate for home equity lines ranged from 3.99% APR to 8.99% APR. 

Higher rates apply depending upon the credit limit and a higher LTV. The rate will not vary above 25% APR or applicable state law, nor below 3.25% APR. An annual fee up to $90 may apply after the first year. Offer is 
EQUAL HOUSING Subject to normal credit qualifications. Rates are subject to change. Property insurance is required. Consult your tax advisor regarding the deductibility of interest. Some restrictions may apply. Home Equity Loans and 
LENDER Lines of Credit are offered through U.S. Bank National Association ND. ©2012 U.S. Bank. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | єв. Boatner 


From Sydney to Alice Springs-and Back 


WE ATTENDED Priscilla, Queen of the Desert: The Musical re- 
cently, and were blown away by the performances, the choreogra- 
phy, the costumes. 

Discussing afterwards, we considered how unlikely it would have 
been to see a show starring two drag queens and a transsexual in a 
first-rate venue like the Orpheum back in 1994-the year the Austra- 
lian film, The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert first opened. 

The comradeship and the power of love shown on stage were heart- 
warming, but there are still miles to go, much further than from Syd- 
ney to Alice Springs, before everyone feels that love. Consider this 
recent incident at the Stingray Café in New Bern, North Carolina. 

A married lesbian couple, having dined, paid their bill, and exited 
the restaurant, were followed by owner Ed McGovern who handed 
them this written note: 

God said in the last days that man and wom[a]n would be lover of 
self, more [than] the lover of God. That man and woman would have 
unnatural [affection] for one another. Then, the coming of the Son of 
Man, who is Jesus. So please, look at your life. See how it hurt[s] ev- 


eryone around you. And ask the Lord to open your eye[s] before it [is] 
to[o] late. 

The Love of Christ PS. my daughter also was gay. It destroy[ed] 
her life and my grandson. 

While many online comments railed against McGovern, one stat- 
ed, “Just because man's laws accept homosexuality does not mean 
we have to accept it. I would no more accept homosexuality as I 
would a murderer or a child molester." 

The Stingray Café receives glowing reviews: “I am partial to the 
fried oysters and my wife to the steamed shrimp;” “Some of the best 
crab cakes I've ever had." No mention that Leviticus 11:10 decrees: 
“Whatsoever hath no fins nor scales in the waters, that shall be an 
abomination unto you," i.e., crab, shrimp, oysters-and stingrays. 

But it is important to note that McGovern took the women's mon- 
ey before preaching. Money is a great leveler, and GLBT wedding, 
travel, and real estate dollars talk. As gays become more visible, the 
more the majority of straights and succeeding younger generations 
will pay no mind. A time for hope, yes; not yet a victory lap. O 


Plan the vacation 
of your dreams. 


= Se 


Consider a romantic vacation in Mexico, the Caribbean, 
or Costa Rica. You'll enjoy the unmatched hospitality 
and personalized service at exquisite resorts, and 
when you purchase your Delta Vacations flight and 
hotel together you will save, earn bonus miles, and 


more. 

Contact AAA Travel to start 

planning today. qu^ 
Minneapolis 


Sherri Schreckenghaust 
(952) 927-2747 


E . ADELTA 
SSchreck@aaaminneapolis.com 


VACATIONS 
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MORTGAGE 


We offer the best of both worlds: 
the power and stability of a bank, and 


the flexibility and independence of a broker. 
Make an appointment for your no-cost 
consultation today! 


Pat Gleason 


MORTGAGE BANKER NMLS 459439 


Ph: 952.847.9834 Email: pat.gleason@alerus.com 
Web: thegleasongrouponline.com 


Formerly RMG / RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE GROUP 


Expert Home Financing. Guaranteed." 


F U H N AC E SALE! A network of care, all around you. 


If you live in Hennepin County, chances are good 


SAVE there’s an HCMC clinic nearby. These multi-specialty 


clinics accept most health plans, allow you to 


manage your care with 24-hour online access to 
MyChart and are ready to provide expert health 
or more care for you and your family. 


e Cut up to 40% off your heating bills 
* Financing available starting at $59/month (OAC) 
* Hybrid Heating, Geothermal and Boiler Systems on sale too! 


24 POINT FURNACE TUNE-UP 


Save even more with our SMART PLAN program 


Not valid with any other offers. Must be presented 
at time of purchase. 


Call now for your FREE in-home estimate or schedule 
online at standardheating.com E N Hennepin County 


STAN DARD Ш =. Medical Center 


© Downtown Primary and Specialty Care Clinics 
612-824-2656 & AIR CONDITIONING 651-772-2449 Brooklyn Center Clinic • Brooklyn Park Clinic * East Lake Clinic 


OVER 450,000. SATISFIED TWIN CITIES CUSTOMER C Richfield Clinic « Whittier Clinic « St. Anthony Village Clinic 


THE REMODELER 
YOU CAN TRUST 


Courteous, experienced professionals from start to finish. 
Detailed & accurate estimates for your project budget. 
Detailed project plans, specifications, & schedules. 
Daily & weekly communication of schedules & budget 
during your project. Quality workmanship that adds 
lasting beauty and value to your home. 


JERRY A. BURG | 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Over 20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


www.houseliftinc.com 3009 Holmes Ave. S. * Minneapolis * (612) 822-0865 


4330 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 ° 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 www.jerryaburg.com 


MN LIC #8С378021 
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LAVENDER LENS | sophia Hantzes 


LAVENDER FIRST THURSDAY 


SAWATDEE - JANUARY 3, 2013 
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COME WITNESS RAW 
CREATIVITY AND TALENT 
IN DANCE, POISE. AND 
TECHNIQUE. GET YOUR 
LIFE, AND LIVE FT. 
e EVER AFTER 
IN LAND j 
ye BS >. 
A LAND OF 


*Bar Ent тешавах For more information call 612-239-8818 
t Houseoflegion.tumbir.com & GaySOs.com 
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GLIMPSES | E.B. Boatner 


MOA VALENTINE’S DAY DATE NIGHT 
Theatres at Mall of America 

February 14, 5:00pm — Close 

Valentine’s Day Date Night is back by popular 
demand! Romance your sweetie with new 
releases like Safe Haven, A Good Day to Die 
Hard, or Escape from Planet Earth. Discount- 
ed ticket and concession packages!* 

$25 Producers Package: Two general 
admission tickets, two large sodas, and large 
popcorn. 

$30 Directors Package (21+): Two VIP 
Theatre tickets, two beverages (house wine 
or domestic beer), and a large popcorn. *Pur- 
chased only at Theatres. www.theatresmoa. 
com/special-events/#valentine) 


2013 WUMN GALA 

Lee’s Liquor Lounge 

February 9, 8:30-11:30pm 

Womyn Unlimited Minnesota (WUMN) will 
present a Women-Only Private Party Featur- 
ing the Roxxy Hall Band at Lee’s Liquor 
Lounge, 101 Glenwood Ave., Minneapo- 

lis. Suggested Attire: Rock & Roll Fun! 
Tickets: $15.00. Advance Tickets are Will 
Call. Cash Bar. Cash Only at the Door. For 
tickets and other information: www.wumn. 
org, info@wumn.org, or www.leesliquor- 
lounge.com. 


IMPERIAL COURT OF MINNESOTA 
CORONATION ХХ! 

Minneapolis Radisson Hotel 

February 7-10 

The Imperial Court of Minnesota will host its 
twenty-first Coronation at the Minneapolis 
Radisson Hotel in Minneapolis, 35 7the Street 
South, February 7-10. Events will include a 
Coronation Kickoff Social and Beer Bust; Out 
of Town Show; Coronation; Sunday Brunch 
and following Beer Bust. For the complete 
itinerary, voting instructions, hotel and event 
costs, visit www.impcourtmn.org. 


NORTH COUNTRY BEARS 
FEBRRRUARY MIDNIGHT POOL 
PARTY 

Radisson Hotel, Roseville 

February 2, 10:30pm - 1:00am 

The Febrrruary Midnight Pool Party is back 
by popular demand. Soak in the twelve-bear 
hot tub, bang a beach ball around, and enjoy 
a cocktail from the poolside bar before retir- 
ing to the hospitality suite for pizza and late 
night schmoozing. Pre-pool dinner at Axel's 
Charhouse Restaurant at the Radisson, 2540 
North Cleveland Avenue, Roseville. Please 
RSVP for headcount. For directions, pool, 
dinner, and hotel prices, visit https://www. 
facebook.com/events/390909497659214/ 
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lushfoodbar.com 


Always A Good Time * Never A Cover Charge 
OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 3 PM-2 AM * Sat.-Sun. 1 PM-2 AM 


ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR 
HEATEDISMOKING PATIO 


Singles Pool 
TOURNAMENT 


Sun., February 17 «4 PM 
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Your BARTENDER 


Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1952 
19 W. 15th St., Minneapolis • (612) 871-5553 * www.19bar.itgo.com 


T) “like” us on 


facebook 
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BAR SHOWCASE | photos by George Holdgrafer 


19 BAR january 9 


YOUR HOME AWAY 
FROM HOME 


*** CHEAPIE NIGHTS *** 
FIRST AND LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH (9-2) 


$1.00 RAIL AND $1.00 BEER 
$5.00 AT THE DOOR 
1st Fridays: '80s NIGHT WITH DJ STEF 


CHEAPIE NIGHT EVERY WED TOO 
with: MEN'S NIGHT IN THE LOUNGE А1 


(А > 40x 
xz v 
- ВАВ" 
CHECK DAILY HAPPENINGS АТ TOWNHOUSEBAR.COM ө e 
OR TOWN HOUSE BAR ON FACEBOOK чу < 
1415 UNIVERSITY AVE. W., ST. PAUL Рр М 
AUL 


MIDWAY BETWEEN MPLS. & ST. PAUL * 651-646-7087 


* SPOTLIGHT | John Townsend 


Kid Enkidu. Photo by Bruce Silcox 


Through Feb. 10 
In the Heart of the Beast Puppet & Mask Theatre, 1500 Lake 
St., Mpls. 
(612) 721-2535 
www.hobt.org 

Master Puppeteer Bart Buch has a distinct way of infusing 
a gay sensibility into classic work. Of course, it helps when the 
classic already has gay undercurrents as does the Sumerian epic 
of Gilgamesh. But, let's be honest. A lot of classic lit's homosexual 
subtext has been whitewashed over the centuries and millennia, 
even when it’s as clear as it is between Monarch Gilgamesh and 
Wild Child Enkidu. Buch surmises, “Kid Enkidu’s two main char- 
acters are ambiguously gendered. They are neither boys or girls 
and both boys and girls. They are just two kids who want to be by 
each other’s side. Kid Enkidu is born into a beautiful, endangered, 
queer spirit world with a twin and separated from the beloved twin. 
Love poem patterns from the natural world, seductive shadows, and 
scruffy little gods help Enkidu find his beloved.” 


Through Feb. 3 

Theatre in the Round Players, 245 Cedar Av., Mpls. 
(612) 333-3010 

www.theatreintheround.org 


Prize-winner about bottomless 
grief over the death of a child, they 
could not have known that the 
Newtown children’s massacre was 
going to happen. However, it would 
have been impossible not to have 
brought the tragedy into rehearsal 
discussion. Director David Coral 
says the shootings are “relevant. 
All those families and, indeed, that 
whole community, are ‘down the 
rabbit hole’ now, suddenly and 
inexplicably in a place they never 
imagine they'd be; their whole 
worlds thrown off-axis and drasti- 
cally out of balance. So, too, with 
the number of teen and childhood 
suicides. These kinds of things are 
happening with more frequency. It 
was like that with our community, 
too, in the early '80s with the onset 
of AIDS. Suddenly nothing was as it 
seemed or had always been." 


Coral surmises that when the 
world gets more uncertain, ^we are 
all called to re-invent ourselves over 
and over again. Who are you? Who 
am I? Who are we to each other? 
How will we get through all this? 
Where are we going? Rabbit Hole 
is not about the death of a son, it's 
about us, the survivors, and who we 
will become in this new, unfamiliar 
world." 


Feb. 1-24 
New Century Theatre, City Cen- 
ter, 615 Hennepin Av., Mpls. 
(800) 982-2787 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 
Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
and Hennepin Theatre Trust bring 
us a spoof on "drugs-phobia" as 
inspired by an iconically silly pro- 
paganda film. Director Steven 
Meerdink relates, "the original 


When TRP planned to stage David Lindsay-Abaire's Pulitzer Rabbit Hole. Photo copyright Act One, Too, Ltd. 


Continued on page 18 > 
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© 2012 OraSure Technologies, Inc. 
OQ-C008 0712 


It's not a black thing. 
It’s not a white thing. 
It's not a gay thing. 
It's not a straight thing. 


Testing for HIV is 
everyones5 thing. 


...Because knowing is the best thing 
...Porque saber es lo mejor 


ORAQUICK: 


IN-HOME HIV TEST 
PRUEBA CASERA PARA EL VIH 


EE 


Questions? Сой toll ee 1-866-436-6527 or go o www. oroquick com 
UAlguna pregunta? Шоте gratis al 1-866-436-6527 o visite www.oroquick com 


Introducing the first 
in-home oral HIV test 


e FDA approved 
* Results in 20 minutes 


* Same test used by 
Healthcare Professionals 


• Oral swab, no blood required 


• 24/7 call center support 


TM 


| | Knowing is the best thing. 


5508 


Available at your local retailer ог OraQuick.com 


* A positive result with this test does not mean that you are definitely infected with HIV, but rather that additional testing should be done in a 

medical setting. * A negative result with this test does not mean that you are definitely not infected with HIV, particularly when exposure may 

have been within the previous 3 months. * If your test is negative and you engage in activities that put you at risk for HIV on a regular basis, 
you should test regularly. * This product should not be used to make decisions on behavior that may put you at increased risk for HIV. 


SPOTLIGHT 


Y 
] 


-— 
The Tiger Among Us. Photo by Aaron Fenster Photography 


movie was financed by a church group under the title of Tell 

Your Children and was intended to be shown to parents as a moral- 
ity tale attempting to teach them aobut the dangers of cannabis 
use. However, soon after the film was shot, it was purchased by 
producer Dwain Esper, who re-cut the film for distribution on the 
exploitation film circuit. The film did not gain an audience until it 
was rediscovered in the 1970s and gained new life as a piece of un- 
intentional comedy amongst advocates of cannabis reform. Today, 
itis in the public domain in the US and is considered a cult film. It 
inspired the musical satire, which premiered off-Broadway in 2001, 
and the film based on the musical in 2005." 


THE TIGER AMONG US 
Through Feb. 10 
Mixed Blood Theatre, 1501 S. 4th St., Mpls. 
www.muperformingarts.org 

Lauren Yee's new play probes the cultural disconnect experi- 
enced by a Hmong family in rural Minnesota. Director Ellen Fen- 
ster observes, "like so many immigrant families, (they) must shift 
thir traditional family/gender roles around in order to function in 
the US. Pao Xiong (Maxwell Chonk Thao) and Lia Xiong (Gaosong 
Vang) are young Hmong Americans who have been raised in the 
US. Their father was born in Laos and survived the Vietnam War, a 
harrowing escape from the jungle, and life in a Thai refugee camp. 
The family lost their mother along the way, and Pao, the elder 
brother, finds himself functioning as the traditional ‘matriarch’ of 
the family. He cooks, raises his little sister, protects and cares for 
his vulnerable father, and takes the lead on all domestic duties. This 
dynamic works for the family in the sense that the Xiongs are still 
living together: dad is healthy and Lia is pursuing her dreams of 
college, volleyball, high academic achievement. But there is a price 
to pay for Pao, who, despite being very intelligent, drops out of 
school and works menial jobs to keep the family afloat." 


THE ULTIMATE PAJAMA PARTY 
Through Feb. 10 
Lab Theater, 700 N. 1st St., Mpls. 
www.theultimatepajamaparty.com 
Co-writer Dawn Brodey says, "the thing that has been the most 


The Book of Mornon. Photo by Joan Marcus 


fun about creating The Ultimate 
Pajama Party is that I get to both 
recall all the the things that made 
my old-school PJ parties so special, 
and playing with how to bring them 
into my 30s. Unlike when I was 

14, I’m not talking about the math 
test or the boy I like... but, wait... 
yes, I am! Only the ‘math test’ is 
my taxes and the ‘boy I like’ is the 


divorce I might be contemplating. 
What we've all discovered in the 
process of creating this show is that 
the special environment that was 
created in those old pajama parties 
should never have been relegated 
to a thing of the past.” 

Co-writer Jim Detmar adds, 
“instead of writing a script, handing 
it to the director, and then walk- 
ing away, Dawn and I have gone 
through a myriad of variations of 
the script-trying to keep it intact 
as a script and tell the compelling 
story of the actors, all the while 
knowing it has to be loose enough 
for the actors and director (Ross 
Young) to interpret and change." 

Just about the funniest woman 
around, Janet Paone says, “I play 
‘Janet’ which is great...because 
now that I’m menopausal, getting to 
use my name is less to remember! 
Douglas Anderson and myself are 
cohosts of this bash.” Anderson, by 
the way, plays the GBF character, 
as in, ‘Gay Best Friend.’ And what a 
perfect match with Paone because 
Anderson just happens to be 
just about the funniest man around. 

Executive Producer Tammy 
Hauser rounds it out with, “my 
closest gay friends are terrifically 
funny, creative, have great personal 
style, are really smart, and show 
up for me in so many ways. The 
complicated nature of women’s 
friendships is just not present with 
gay men and that’s very liberating 
for me. This show celebrates gay 
man/straight female relationships.” 


THE BOOK OF MORMON 

Feb. 5-17 

Orpheum Theatre, 910 Henne- 

pin Ave., Mpls. 

www.hennepintheatretrust.org 
The eagerly awaited national 


The Ultimate Pajama Party. Photo courtesy of The Ultimate Pajama Party 


Continued on page 20. > 
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ҥее “гш System Cleaning with Paid Tune-up 


Regular maintenance is a must 
for any home heating or cooling system. 
Equipment manufacturers recommend 


Т have been trying ни 
lo get а look at your BN 
equipment for months 


professional maintenance at least once a 
season. Our 16-point Tune-up will ensure your 
equipment runs better, lasts longer, breaks 
down less often, and costs less to operate. 


763.383.8383 


www.tcomfort.com 


BIG 


GAY 
NEWS 


«СОМ 


Your News. Your Way. 


Your #1 Source for GLBT news. 


4 great ways to get your 
BIG GAY NEWS fix! 


1009 


Log on BigGayNews.com 


Download daily podcast 
from iTunes 


Tuesdays after 5:00 p.m. 


Discounted concession and ticket packages 


Е 
Get the news as it happens 
on Twitter.com/biggaynews 


Sign up at BigGayNews.com 
for a daily email of the 
latest headlines 


Valentine’s Day Date Night 
on February 14 


Level 4, South • 952.883.8900 · theatresmoa.com 
(Э 


GLBT NEWS PODCAST. 


Е /TheatresMOA Er @TheatresMOA (€ Theatres at Mall of America 
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SPOTLIGHT 


We Are One Voice. Photo by Eamon Coyne 


tour of the winner of nine Tony Awards (2011) is one of the 
hottest tickets in Twin Cities theater history. The satire of youthful 
Mormon missionaries in Uganda may seem like an odd situation for 
a musical but throngs of theatergoers adore the show. Its creation 
process took seven years and its creators are Trey Parker and 
Matt Stone of the animated South Park sitcom and Robert Lopez, 
one of the co-creators of the Broadway smash, Avenue Q. Some 
Mormons, as well as some conservative Jews and Christians, have 
been offended by the show. Others have praised it for bringing 
such issues to light as AIDS and female genital mutilation in Africa. 
Indeed, such topics are quite unusual for a Broadway musical. 


Through Mar. 10 
Jungle Theater, 2951 Lyndale Av. S., Mpls. 


(612) 822-7063 
www.jungletheater.com 

The novella, Venus in Furs 
(plural), is at the root of playwright 
David Ives's Broadway hit. Penned 
by 19th century Austrian, Leopold 
von Sacher-Masoch (you know the 
term *masochist), it was part of his 
unfinished Legacy of Cain series. 

Director Joel Sass says, “what 
Ives does so brilliantly is inter- 
weave the S&M scenario of the 
book, Venus in Furs, together with 
the struggle for dominance and 
control between a playwright/direc- 
tor (Peter Hansen) and a vulner- 
able actress desperate for a break. 
Their exchanges are sometimes 
flirtatious, sometimes abusive, and 
always mysterious. The wannabe 
actress, Vonda (Anna Sundberg), 
is riveting to observe-one moment 
you think she's a comic, sexy twit, 
and next a dangerous psychopath. 
Ives keeps us guessing until the 
end as to the true motivations of 
these characters." 


Jan. 26 at 3:00 and 7:30 pm 
Cowles Center, 528 Hennepin 


Av., Mpls. 
(612) 298-1954 
WWW.ovmc.org 

One Voice Mixed Chorus has 
ascended as a major musical force in 
the Upper Midwest and is beloved 
for its inclusiveness and its affin- 
ity with beautiful music of various 
genres that often reflect a social 
consciousness. Comprised of GLBT 
members and allies, the group also 
signifies a unity between communi- 
ties that can only be praised. 

Artistic Director Jan Ramseyer 
Miller reflects, “Опе Voice has 
come a long way from the fledgling 
GLBT chorus that entered the 
Twin Cities scene in 1988 to the 
110 singers that now fill the stage! 
Our January 26 concerts celebrate 
GLBT stories from the past 25 
years and highlight the collabora- 
tions and vibrant programming that 
have been hallmarks of the chorus. 
A unique element of this concert 
includes video stories from singers, 
alumni, and audience members 
sharing their personal reflections 
as well as stories from our work in 
schools and outreach in Minne- 
sota." 


-JUNGLE THEATER сом 


BOX OFFICE 612-822-7063 


20 | LAVENDER | JANUARY 24-FEBRUARY 6, 2013 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES Pa. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 23 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


* Family/Divorce/Custody 


* Auto Accidents/Injuries 


* Second Parent Adoptions • Domestic Partnerships 
* Wills & Trusts 
* Business Law 


Skyway lev 


* Employment Law 
* Bankruptcy 


з 


Am 
al , 


быч 


612.332.5100 
www.cloutier-law.com 


Elizabeth Cloutier 


12 S. 6th St., Suite 225, Minneapolis, MN 


PFLAG Member FREE INIDIAL CONSULTATION, 


GiftyGuide 


E 


: 


by Andy Lien 


Cards, sweet nothings, trinkets, baubles, food, flowers...ways to our 
hearts that can be found at the other end of a click. In the stores 
nearby. On our way home to our loved ones. Remember, it's not all 
about the gifts, it's the thought that counts. But, gifts are fun, too. 


Continued on page 34 > 
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GiftyGuide Where do we find Valentines for our beloveds? Mass market production of same-sex valentines has 

yet to take off, so we're left perusing aisles for somewhat neutral lovey-dovey sentiments that aren't 
specifically aimed at genders. If you’re one who plans ahead (note that this issue is out well before 
Valentine’s Day), you can take advantage of the selection of queer cards on Etsy, where independent 


artists sell their wares. What can’t be guaranteed is that all of these cards will be in-stock and avail- 
able when you’re shopping online; but, what can be guaranteed is that these are probably just the tip 
of the iceberg. Go to Etsy.com and use search terms like “gay valentines,” “same-sex love,” “lesbian 
valentines,” and enjoy the results. 
ү 4 > Ў А б , 
од i Е \ 5 Moustache + Moustache = Love, Lips 
H a ( » (igi + Lips = Love Cards, $8.00 
DE." (6 - | www.etsy.com/shop/picturette 
E 72 y, Ф A p? | A | ; 4 
i мый» и” \ : ? 
„Г fe, "em a ) 1 "Ue 3 
ә CE te NOB. iu. 
1 Mi Cielo ("My Heaven) and Por Vida у: ~ 
("For Life") Cards, $8.00 Р j 
www.etsy.com/shop/bsmithereens WA - 
| : | | | 
3 
| x 
і Y 3 Made in Minneapolis, Hungry Dog Designs I 
6 Stormtrooper Love Card, $4.50 www.etsy.com/shop/hungrydogdesigns 
Bn 
P www.etsy.com/shop/MeowKapowShop 
Parachute425 
\ | 2 GAY Valentine with Heart Card, $5.50 
Se gii 


www.etsy.com/shop/Parachute425 


8 Girls in Love Silver Slider 
Pendant, $74.00 
www.etsy.com/shop/mujoyas 


lm gay for you. 
7 Decorate for your Valentine with 8' 
of Rainbow Felt Hearts, $16.00 
www.etsy.com/shop/TheFrenchKnots 


4 Gay for You Card, $5.00 
www.etsy.com/shop/maybeyoushoulddie 
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9 Vintage Gay Couples Pendant, $30.00 
www.etsy.com/shop/Verdance 


10 Love is Love Handcrafted Accent 
Pillow Cover, $45.00 
www.etsy.com/shop/Plumed 


r 5 Y 
4 

Р «Хь v 

12 Print of Two Heart-Covered Girls 


Kissing, $12.00 
www.etsy.com/shop/LittleFotoFox 


IWE prope 
hugs! ки 


13 Bear and Cub Valentines, $3.99 
www.etsy.com/shop/tinaseamonster 


кил 


14 Textile Collage Valentines, $35.00 
www.etsy.com/shop/Caracarmina 


11 Gay Happy Valentine's Day Card, $2.75 
www.etsy.com/shop/HeartsGrowFonde 


- 


15 Cupid Whoops Card, $4.00 
www.etsy.com/shop/modernrubbishsf 


16 True Love is Hard to Find Card, $4.95 
www.etsy.com/shop/stilldez 


17 Lumberjack Valentine, $7.00 
www.etsy.com/shop/WalkerDavisDesigns 
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GiftvGuide 


: ; F A 1 P aun pri ee 1 
, 1 ^ RW CHRISTIA | 
f УЗЕ j / J ый 
; ANDREW ct IRISTIA & Y | И 3 © әс © 
\ Я Andrew Christian Menswear 
: i Fantasy Gifts, most Minnesota locations including 814 Hennepin Ave. 
OU Shorts and thongs with butt-lifting and contouring technology, sized 
= S to XL. $18.95 to $30.00 
www.fantasygifts.com 
+ S к п 
Swiss Navy Lubricants 
Fantasy Gifts, all Minnesota 
locations including 814 
Hennepin Ave. 
Choose from water-based, 
silicone, or flavored. 
$2.95 to $31.95 = 
www.fantasygifts.com 
HV.K. Nagrani Cotton Socks 
J. Novachis, 3930 W 50th 
Street, Edina 
Red socks with gray stripes 
and black motifs. $38.00 
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Haupt Natural Leather Belt 

Сед J. Novachis, 3930 W 50th Street, Edina 
Gunmetal-toned belt with discrete red trim will add spark to even the most 
conservative business look. Weathered pewter-like buckle. $128.00 
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The union of recycled metals to 

fair trade gemstones brings the 

high ideals of socially conscious 
jewelry to our work. 


All pieces are hand made by 

our expert jewelers and are 

constructed using reclaimed 

and re-refined gold, platinum, 
and palladium. 


Designer jewelry that is 
powerful and rare. 
Hip but not trendy 

Sophisticated yet friendly 

Luxury without pretense 


(612) 789-2656 


SHOP AT THE MINNEAPOLIS LOCATION 
814B Hennepin Ave (near the Saloon) 
(612) 355-5505 


Online or any of our other 9 stores. 
FantasyGifts.com Galleria * 69th & France * Edina 
(952) 926-2455 * sjewelers.com 


Actually, What you do in your bedroom is our business. ™ 
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GiftyGuide 


DFE dad ON Ж mE | A 
One and Only Heart 2 am 
The Grand Hand Gallery, St. Paul d 
Minneapolis artist Brian Western à á 
repurposes glass from well-known : 
English ale bottles to craft unique heart ^ 
ornaments that send a message of love 
all year long. $30.00 each 
www.thegrandhand.com 
ч Drive-Thru Flower Service 
Linder’s Flower Shop 
Linder’s is offering a curbside Valentine’s service. Guests will be 
able to pull up, place their order, and have their order brought 
out to them, without ever leaving their car. Orders can be placed 
> MA ЖЕ Ж. = online or at the Garden Center. 
"Ta / nz y a. www.linders.com 
МӘ d abf "RS ) 
моа NV AME 
Glass hearts from NodRog 
Studios : - 
Max's ; mmt AUTE ТЕЕ е Р Р 
What's Valentine's Day without = - 
the hearts? The signature 
Е 3 


piece of Donna Gordon's 
collection, these hearts come 
in an assortment of sizes and 
colors and signify the journey 
she took to follow her passion 
and become a glass artist. 
What color is the journey that 
you're on with that special 
someone? $65.00 - $85.00 


www.stylebymax.com Firecracker Bracelet 


The Grand Hand Gallery, 
St. Paul 

Yen Chee's onyx and 
Silver jewelry designs 

are perfect for both 
women and men. The 
Minneapolis artist creates 
work that feels good on 
the body. $105.00 each 
www.thegrandhand.com 
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Electric Fetus 
Music & Gifts 


Valentine Sale 
20% off* 
storewide 
Feb. 13-17 


ШЕ De 
tus 


2000 4th Ave. S. 
Mpis 612.870.9300 
www.efetus.com 


*restrictions apply; see store for details 


who will your 
child become? 


b OT SE ЬМ БЕ Ч 
MoundsPark 
A c A D E M Y 
THE PLACE TO BE AND BECOME 


WWW.MOUNDSPARKACADEMY.ORG * 651-777-2555 


chocolate | TA 


Genevieve Yang 


More Space. 
Easier Access. 
Better Organization. 


© Hold 100 pounds, fully extended 


©) An easy home upgrade without 
the cost of a renovation 


xy 
" X ©) Locally owned & operated 
h f 
ShelfGenie 
Designed to Transform 


Custom Designed, Built and Installed 
in Your Existing Cabinets! 


1-888-491-6191 


www.shelfgenie.com 


am = 
= o/ ALE Inst Ера 
E 0% Jil I6 Si diig [e] 1 


With Purchase of 5 or More 
Classic or Designer Glide-Outs™!* 
Hurry! Expires 12-31-12! 


Hidden Message Collar Stays 

Why settle for tucking love notes in his briefcase 
(C when you can deliver a message of love from much 

closer range? Both the PG-version and the more racy 
collar stays are made from stainless steel and feature 
12 different messages of love and lust. 
$39.95 


Gifte«Guide 
www.redenvelope.com 


Sayings such as: 
You're so handsome - 
? You make me laugh 
i You give great hugs и 
You smell irresistable 

Mr. & Mr. or Mrs. & Mrs. Muse Salt & Pepper Shakers 

Jonathan Adler 

Matte white porcelain salt and pepper shakers in updated 

pairings of mustaches with mustaches and lips with lips. 

$48.00 

www.jonathanadler.com 

pe 
N 
ER 
Cards by Too Plus Too Studio 
Designed and sold right here in Minnesota, Too Plus Too 
Studio has exclusive lines of GLBT cards which you can 
peruse at the Guild Collective in St. Louis Park or buy 
online. 
$4.50 each 
THE BEEKMAN www.tooplustoostudio.com 
— 1802 — 
-HEIRLOOM GOOKBOOK 
if а 
—— 


1DGE AND JosH KiLMER-PuncELL 
WITH Saxpy Giuck 


i, 


The Beekman 1802 Heirloom Cookbook - ) 
Autographed 

A cookbook full of recipes to pass down 
through the generations, it’s inspired by 

the Beekman 1802 farm in Sharon Springs, 
NY, owned by Josh Kilmer-Purcell and his 
partner Brent Ridge, seen most recently on 
“The Amazing Race.” 

$25.00 

www.beekman1802.com 
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Established 1975 


1933 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 


DELIVERING! 
F 11AM-MIDNIGHT MON-THUR | 11AM-1AM FRI | 12PM-1AM SAT | 12PM-MIDNIGHT SUN 
Ei WEEKLY LUNCH SPECIALS 11 AM-3 PM | EARLY AND LATE NIGHT HAPPY HOUR | FREE PARKING 


2650 S. HENNEPIN AVE. 612-377-4418 WWW.ROATOSHATHAI.COM 


SAWATDEE) Lavender offers you more great 


у ЫЫ That Cuisine 
TREAT YOUR PARTNER TO A Ways to STAY CONNECTED! 
THAI VALENTINE’ S! 


February 1 rix Fixe Dinner for Two 
$48 includes beverages 


Become a fan of Big Gay News and Lavender on Facebook & Twitter to 
receive alerts and invitations to Lavender events. 


Available at: Minneapo 


Download Big Gay News at iTunes.com. 


Have the latest local, national, and international news emailed to you 
via BigGayNews.com. 


FOLLOW US. LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM 


DOWNTOWNER 


-WOODFIRE GRILL- 


ape Seca Saad) i Monti edes al 
wed db de o Doc А deseos Уа 


аа : 


Drive Thru 


Wed: 12pm - 6pm simpLy Beyond the ordinary." 
“йй” 
Kathy Jenkins - Saint Paul Pioneer Press 


PRIVATE DINING ROOM IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND CORPORATE MEETINGS 


Thur: 10am - 7pm 


5 253 WEST SEVENTH STREET, ST. PAUL. 
Order Online For Reservations call 651-228 9500 
А or visit www.opentable.com 
linders.com swe dovintownerwoodire:com 


270 Larpenteur Ave W, St. Paul MN | M-F: 10am - 6pm | Sat: 9am - 5pm | Sun: 11am - 5pm 
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GiftvGuide 


Valentine Cake Pans by Wilton ° 
Target 
Choose from a three-pack of heart-shaped 


$9.99 each 
www.target.com, online and in-store 


Problems with 
Drugs or Alcohol? 


Our Latitudes program offers 


CONFIDENTIAL, specialized treatment 
and programming for LGBT individuals, 
including mental health and sexuality support. 


1.877.367.1715 


Confidential Assessments Service Available 
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Micro Greens by Potting Shed Creations 


Linder’s Greenhouses & Garden Centers 
A windowsill garden to grow fresh, 
intensely flavored greens year-round 
in 1-2 weeks. Picked fresh from the 
grow box, these micro greens offer 
an inspired addition to gourmet home 
cooking. 
$39.98 
www.linders.com 

а VE dl 

WANS 2 
So», © 712 
таалаа 


springform pans, a heart-shaped fluted cake pan, or A 
a cake pan that spells Love, all with nonstick coating. 


Ross Sveback's Shades of 
Love Cake 
Williams-Sonoma, baked by 
Platine Bakery in Los Angeles 
Available for a limited time 
is the Shades of Love ombre 
cake by our own Ross 
Sveback of Elevating the 
Everyday. The four-layer 
vanilla bean-butter cake is 
amply frosted with a thick 
layer of vanilla buttercream, 
and then finished with a 
swirl of pretty rosettes in 
graduated shades of pink. 
$99.95, shipped frozen 


www.williams-sonoma.com 


TS 


The XO Chocolate Gift Box from 
Recchiuti 

Max's 

Indulge in a little extra loving 
with the XO Box this Valentine's 
Day! Raspberry and framboise 
kissed chocolate fills the 
geodesic dome. Rich dark 
chocolate hugs creamy dark 
chocolate ganache with a 
whisper of vanilla bean, molded 
into a heart shape. X's and O's 
never tasted like this before! 
$40.00 

www.stylebymax.com 


All dressed up with 
no where to go? 


Open Daily for Lunch & Dinner * Happy Hour Sun-Thurs 3-6 


y 1/2 Price Wine Sun & Mon * Reservations are welcomed 


3-6pm and 9pm-1am 
$1 Off АП Bottled Beer & Cocktails 


$5 Off АП Buckets O' Beer 3 7 
$2 Off АП Burgers After 9pm E 


Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour 


Y GUCTNA DI 


S) RISTORANTE [TALMNO @ 


on Monday & Tuesdays! | = 
**Not applicable during Xcel Energy С‹ чү - > В . е 
í BE "e B Authentic Italian Cuisine 
(Closc\toy nepxcelEncroyac enter & The word ауД Ww bur germoes.com ux Pu x 
WO West Tin эа | Бат Т, VINIS 5102, 651722213100 — www.nonnarosaswinebar.com | — 


SELECT 
$ BOTTLES 
OF WINE 


*With the purchase of a large plate 65 Main St SE, Minneapolis - 612.331.4544 
wilderoastcafe.com - facebook.com/wilderoastcafe 
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by Joy Summers 


first displays of affec- 
tion are so raw, bare, thrilling. Love is 
so precious, tender and fraught with in- 
security. If you’ve loved, you’ve lost. Is 
it worth the possible pain to try to start 
a new story again, in the hope that this 
time will bring your happy ending? 
When the doors opened at Borough, 


I took a sharp, quick breath. Could this 
be? The room is a comfortable mixture 
of wood floors; one wood wall mixed 
with the metal and brick that dominate 
décor in this part of the North Loop 
neighborhood. There are little winks 
and nods, like the cheese grater light 
fixtures and the steampunk-style beer 
taps. The room is cozy and open; re- 
fined, but never stuffy. The food is seri- 
ous...and seriously fun. 

The chefs are Tyler Shipton and Nick 
O’Leary, who met while working at the 
nationally lauded Travail Kitchen and 
Amusements in Robbinsdale. Like that 
kitchen, the team that they've assembled 
cooks collaboratively. 
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Under the soft lighting and flickering 
table candles, you’re hard pressed not to 
look your romantic best. 
The plates are elegant. A 
potato soup arrives in a 
wide, deep bowl. Crispy 
fried fingerling potato 
chips are topped with a 
dusting of snowy powder 
and a couple of shaves of 
black truffle. The server 
pours a creamy, rich 
broth over it. The first 
flavor to hit the tongue 
is an unexpected sweet 
tartness, and then the 
lush broth pours over 
the palate, broken up 
by the crunchy bites of 
chips. Each sip is light 
with a champagne effervescence. 

A steak entrée is a similar balance of 
hearty and light. The perfectly seasoned 
grass-fed beef is served sliced and fanned 


out, a rosy mediumrare alongside a house- 
made Agnologti (pasta pocket) stuffed with 
braised oxtail, achingly 
tender and utterly ador- 
able. It's full of beef 
flavor and leaves the 
diner pleasantly satiated, 
awash in the warm glow 
of winter comfort food. 
'The salmon, a dish 
that the first time I 
tasted it, well, it wasn't 
immediate love. That's 
the beauty of a new res- 
taurant, things are still 
evolving and this dish is 
the poster child for the 
ability to improve on a 
good idea. The filet is 
beautifully cooked, with 
a crispy bread and herb crust, flaking away 
into tender bites, drawn through a ruby- 
colored beet puree beneath a frothy puff of 
foam, with apples, dill, caraway and a wisp 


more reasons to love us... 


Weekday Breakfast 
& Late Night Dining 


STAI 


d 


bl 


3800 Nicollet Ave + 612.823.4790 


e ШУЫ 
THE NAME YOU CAN TRUST 
Since 1987 


Main Store twitter.com/holylanddeli 
2513 Central Ave. NE. - Mpls. MN 55418 + 612-781-2627 
Midtown Global Market f Like us 
(old Sears bldg.) Offers! 


920 East Lake St. - Mpls., MN 55407 - 612-870-6104 facebook.com/holylandbrand 


Check out our 
New Gluten Free Menu 


Jakeenos.com/Lavender 
Lunch & Dinner 


THE a. 
Everyone Welcome, Every Day. WE DG E 


2105 Lyndale Ave S | M-F 9-10 S & S 9-9 | www.wedge.coop 
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of horseradish. It’s also served with a salmon 
mousse, piped into a little tube shape, cooked, 
and then given a quick crispy sear. It’s light, 
lush, crispy, bright, sharp, and soft. Each bite 
is balanced. 

The beer and wine lists are lovely, but my 
heart belongs to the cocktails at Borough and 
the downstairs bar, Parlour. They’ve brought 
in Jesse Held to run the drink program. Held, 
who was City Pages’ Best Bartender last year, 
has worked at many of the cocktail hot spots 
around town like the Town Talk Diner, Mar- 
vel Bar, and Eat Street Social. From a simple 
take on a brandy Old Fashioned laced with 


cinnamon syrup to a pine-infused tequila 
refreshment, the drinks are stunning. Held 
mixes flavors and textures with the greatest 
of ease. His Flipping Good drink, cocoa-in- 
fused syrup with frothy egg foam is exactly 
what it promised to be, if you’re the sort who 
is disinclined to swear. I used a different “F” 
word to qualify how good it was. 

Downstairs at Parlour, Held hopes to cre- 
ate the first mash-up of craft cocktail and dive 
bar. Gone are the twenty-minute wait times 
between ordering and drinking. The space 
and staff are completely lacking in pretention. 
This is meant to be a neighborhood joint and 


already they are building a list of regulars. 

Guests can enter either from the restau- 
rant or directly from the street. Although it’s 
subterranean, there are windows through 
which you can watch the ankles of hurried 
passersby. There’s food down there, too. 
The menu is brief and focused on paring with 
cocktails. Here's an insider tip, try the ultra- 
crisp fries dragged through the rich, creamy 
pork liver mousse that comes with the char- 
cuterrie plate. This needs to be a thing. It's 
food alchemy: pure gold. 

Once the staff and crew at Parlour get 
rolling, the plan is that bartenders will roll 
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PATIO OPEN: WELCOMES Doss! 4 — —-. HAPPY Hour 5-6 PM 


1/2 PRIGE BOTTLES 
20% Orr GLASSES 


Toast |~ 


LP. LL 
VOTED BEST WINE BAR BY 
LAVENDER READERS FOR THE 

carts stocked with drink fixings to FAB 50 AWARDS! 
prepare their craft cocktails tableside. 
This will be a fun way to try all their fla- 
vors of the moment. 

Great food and killer drinks? This 
might just be the love we’ve been wait- (Lomendime ШШ Evenywhen 


ing for. 


Box Lunches: In by 10, there by noon 


Borough and Parlour . i 
730 Washington Ave North, Deli Trays: Just 24 hours notice 


Minneapolis 
(612) 354-3135 
www.boroughmpls.com 


Se а Р 


v 
NEWSY 


BITS 


D'Amico Kitchen is out at Cham- 
bers Hotel and Marin is in. The 

new restaurant is the sophomore 
effort from the owners of Mill Val- 

ley Kitchen. The space is getting a 
design overhaul from Shea Inc. Look 
for them to open this summer. 

There was a little shake up at The 
Lynn on Bryant. Jay Peterson, who 
managed the front of house, has left. 
We hope the transition goes smoothly 
and the food continues to deliver. 
Just don't mess with my Baba Rhum 
and we'll all be okay. 

Another food truck is moving in. Pot- 
ter's Pasties has found a little space 
on Como Avenue. They're setting up 
in a former pizza place, next to Joe's 
Market. It will be a modest grab-and- 
go shop with an expanded menu, 
including some take-and-bake pasty 
options. Open by March. 

Oragami in Uptown will open in 
February. The perennially selected 
best sushi restaurant is heading to a 
new location and bringing their best 
dishes with them. 

Blue Door Pub is also looking to 
open their second location, this one 
in the Longfellow neighborhood off 
42" Avenue. Line up for Lucys now, 
they will be open before February 1st. 


OO 
EE 


it's that simple. 


Bielenberg ё Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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Dean Eichaker 


Change = Growth 


Direct: (612) 281-4478 


deaneichaker@edinarealty.com 
www.deaneichaker.edinarealty.com 


[Bluse 
Superior Technology * Innovative Marketing • Industry Leader 
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Mihrowapartyyoygivela 
Garibbean //Indian //Asian fusion 
S76 Whoomineion Ave, 9, 
Minneapolis goi2y216088 
Winn asenisine corn 
Paradise... It doesn’t aet 
better than this! 


Wi 1 АЛ 
firm's fan 
: 

M 


Á ? \ 
*Jean M. Brandl Rebecca Heltzer d ** Melissa Houghtaling 


| NO)Money/Down; 
- We've got NO)Rayments) 
on? 5OOj0FF 


yo ur b at h a anycomplete)Re;Bath) installation, 
RE-BATH 
[а] [8] 952-432-1933) 
1-800-Bathtub (1-800-228-4882) 
www.Minnesotarebath.com 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 
Representing the legal needs of ALL Minnesotans 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Business, Criminal Law, 
Civil Litigation, Domestic Partnerships, Wills and Trusts, Real Estate, 


Employment Law/Discrimination, Professional Licensing and Discipline, "nah Соло pud аре еза oem ny 
DN Not valid with any other offers. Valid only at the time of first appointment. 
and Mediation. [n] Р ч вр. 2-28-13, Size restrictions may apply. See consultant for details (800) 228-4882, 


*Certified Criminal Law Specialist 
**Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator Minnesota 9 52 щ 43 2 -1 9 3 3 


1-800-Bathtub (1-800-228-4882 
413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul • (651) 330-8508 RE-BAIH ар ) 
www.Minnesotarebath.com 


WWW. HELTZERHOUGHTALING б СОМ EMO Locally owned and operated! • License #062249PM 
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i As РТА. 
v "s KENNY, 
ANIA, Thanks Хог Awe OR the best 
You smiled and 1 knew! 1 ell in love’ years of my se! 1 Love You 
the moment 1 saw youll You bring me with all my heart. СО... 


so much happiness and love and 1 could GORDY v 
not imagine my Suture without you ` ' mE 
in it! You make my heart go boom! Plas) атада I 
AT. ee : Sweetheart. 1 love you with all 
К: н 05 my heart and soul. You аге 
CHANE, < di. my puzzle piece, now and for 
You + Me = Genius always. You are my Valentine 
oe LEANNE for the 13th time this year! 
v. : I cent wait for 13 more! 


This year, YOUR SUNSHINE 
Valentine's Day 
2015, will be my ) ; , 

sister Rita's Z7th at v 

Anniversary d ` a is ү 

together with ver... 
partner, ps 
Colleen. They. | 
are both my best... 
‚ Arends. I love: = 
them very much. 
They have been 
in love &orever. 1 
wish them a very 


v 
MFW RACHEL, 
Just want to say 
how thankSul 1 am 
‘that we Sound each 
other. Heres to our 
first o£ many 


Happy Anniversary! 
91M К... Valentine's Days 
together! I love you 
ў with all oS my heart! 
All the way to the 
: CRYSTAL, moon é баск! 
T loved you then. 1 YFW NANCY 
love you Still. T'U love 
you tomorrow. 
Don't Korget it. y 
жата me MY BABY, 


Thank you or. being everything to me. 1 
am so grateful to have you in my life and 
to be able to share my Use with you. 1 
love you very much, honey. 
вору Valentines рау!" 


pe YOUR BABY 


TO MY LOVELY KAYKAY, 


І still remember our first Kiss, down by ¥ 
the stone arch bridge. It was a magical. ANDREW M, 
day, almost as beautiful as you are. Ther =- ' . Thank you or v 
ч &or ке my se all colors instead of. the best year E MEGAN 
the grey it was bA u..v, your уу а, of my like; 1 MARNE Ao 
VR gee EET. TAYTAY oa. can't wait to me what true 
| marry you this love really is. 
September! We have been 
Love always, through so much 
STEVEN and it's made 
i Tat qu | our love 
` | Me ee ae ee EXON stronger than 
MOLLY LULU, : LISA, ever. I love you 
_ Happy Valentine's ` Aah Speed иба: bur till the end and 
looooooovet Thank you Sor | хо Valentine's Da cant wait till 
the best 65 years of my - us ie dnos meter the day comes. 
úse. You are my.. we met: ne knew 1. when 1 can say 
everything and I am 600000 Е ‘loved you “tien: but. it 1 Dot 
very happy to be able to. seemed weird to say. AMBER 
| share my life with youl Today 1 can shout it 


"Love you vun bunt 
d ` Srom the rooftops. . 
a BIZKIT sot 50e - Z love you. 


3 : ANI 
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Lite & Love 


with Chastity Brown 


THANK YOU for talking to Lavender, 
Chastity. In listening to you and your mu- 
sic, it's clear that Chastity Brown and love 
go together. One of the quotes on your 
website that made me smile was, "Get 
ready to love Chastity Brown." I'd say that 
much of our community already does, but 
I'd like to introduce you to more of it. 


AL: You're from Tennessee and live 
in Minnesota. Where is it that you call 
home? 

CB: I call both Tennessee and Minne- 
sota home. 


Is your family in Tennessee? 

Yes. My mom, brother, and one of my 
sisters live in the town that I grew up in, 
Union City, Tennessee. 


How did your family shape you? 
How did Tennessee shape you? 

I was born in New Hampshire and the 
majority of kinfolk, including my two old- 
est sisters, live there. But I was raised in 
a small town in Tennessee just north of 
Memphis (Union City). The location had 
just as much an influence on me as my 
family, possibly more. Union City is a ru- 
ral town close to both Nashville’s country, 
story-telling heritage, and Memphis’ blues 
and gospel roots. 


When did you move to Minnesota? 

I moved to Minnesota about seven years 
ago when I was 23. Kind of on a whim. I 
didn’t know anyone, except my one friend, 
who was coming here to go to grad school 
at U of M, and her parents, who invited me 
to tag along. 


by Andy Lien 


When did music enter your life? 
Legends like Roberta Flack and Nina 
Simone have been mentioned in terms 
of your musical inheritance. Who was 
in your ear as you matured? 

Music has always been in my life. My 
father was a jazz/blues musician. He 
passed away when I was young but the 
potent memories I have of him are of him 
playing. In addition, my sister played clas- 
sical piano and my brother, tenor sax. So, 
naturally, I had to talk my mother into let- 
ting me play an instrument or a number 
of instruments. During those formative 
years I also went to a full gospel church, 
one in which the music could “take over” 
the service and last up to two hours-a type 
of emotive improvisation. This is where I 
learned to sing out of myself. 


If we're watching the local music 
scene, we're seeing the name Chastity 
Brown. If we attended Prides and fun- 
draisers for the VOTE NO campaign 
last year, we saw Chastity Brown. 
How is this recognition feeling to you? 
Is being known something you're com- 
fortable with? How do you approach 
celebrity and being a public figure? 

My first goal in playing music was to 
feel like I was a part of something. The 
style of music that I play has the tradition 
of being integrated with the surrounding 
community. When I first started playing 
music in Knoxville, Tennessee, one of my 
mentors told me that before I took off to 
“tour the world” I would have to first give 
the music to my neighborhood which, for 
him, meant everything from funerals to 
weddings to front porch jam sessions to 


m. 


fundraisers. He said that doing this would 
teach me the value of what I was 
doing; it would make me 
be honest with myself as 
to whether or not I thought 
I could really do it. 

When I started playing in 
Minnesota I made myself avail- 
able for every opportunity to 
play. I am grateful that folks have 
embraced my music. To me, being a 
public figure means you have to stand 
behind the values that got you to where 
you're at. 


How do you identify and how does 
that affect your presence in the public 
spotlight? 

I stand under the umbrella of queer. 
Ilike this term because its meaning has 
broadness and breadth. Queer is in my 
power to define; it is a term that is subject 
to change depending on the individual, 
and I find freedom in that. Гуе had the 
privilege to play some really great festivals 
and colleges that take pride in queer com- 
munities. 


parent to you? 

I guess it has always been apparent to 
me. I questioned it as most young people 
question anything about themselves, but it 
just felt natural to be attracted to women. 


When did your identity become ap- { 


Did you have a "coming out" or was 
it more of a "becoming?" How would 
you talk about your path? 

As I said, it has always been apparent to 
me...but when it became apparent to the 
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faculty of the seminary school I was attend- 
ing, let’s just say they didn’t really think it 
was as good of an idea to date women as 
I did. Subsequently, I was kicked out my 
freshman year of college. 


How does being a person of color, 
as well as queer, affect your life and 
how you approach or are approached 
by others? 

How much time do you have? 

My main concern with this delicate sub- 
ject is that ГЇЇ be wedged into a stereotype 
and therefore creatively pigeon-holed. I 
try to let the music speak for itself in the 


sense that it does not always correlate to 
my personal life, although sometimes it is 
influenced by it. My identity is a part of 
the fabric of it all, but it is not the center- 
piece. I believe it has to be broader than 
myself in order to connect with people. 
That being said, there is never a moment 
when I am not cognizant of color and iden- 


tity. 


Do you have any advice for young 
women of color who are exploring 
their sexual identities? 

The community is vast and beautiful 
and, although people of color are under- 


represented in the media and other out- 
lets, you can find strong community here 
in the Twin Cities if you're open to explor- 
ing your own truth. 


Would you say your identity is ap- 
parent in your songwriting? 
I think it depends on the listener. 


What are your thoughts on love 
these days? Where would you say love 
falls in your list of influences in your 
songwriting? 

Love is definitely a thematic element in 
my songwriting. It's not something I seek 
out intentionally. When I'm writing new 
material, it often finds its way into a song 
in surprising ways...it might be a story 
about a man who just lost his job, a woman 
in love, insight from a friend; it takes on 
various forms. 


And...Valentine's Day: Overrated or 
undercelebrated? 
Overrated. 


Do you have a valentine this year? 
Are you seeking one? 

I've had a sweetheart for the last seven 
years, so no, I’m not seeking one. 


Whats your favorite or least 
favorite Valentine's Day memory? 
To be honest, I’ve never really cele- 
brated Valentine’s Day. Is that bad? 
Although, I do remember in 
3rd grade this kid, Perry Carr, 
who was tall and lanky with a voice 
similar to Eeyore, gave me this home- 
made valentine. After being severely 
teased about it in the hallway, his response 
was, “I don’t care, I think she’s pretty.” I 
thought that was nice. 


The rub for the singles on Valen- 
tine's Day can be fairly chafing. Do 
you have any advice for the singles? 

There are so many different kinds of 
relationships in our lives that have value... 
relationships beyond couple-dom. 


If you were to write a valentine on a 
construction paper heart, what would 
it say? 

Hey Darlin’ 


Chastity Brown has a calendar full of appearances on her 
website at www.chastitybrownmusic.com; particularly, 
you should be sure to get her show on April 5th at the 
Cedar Cultural Center on your schedule. 
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NORTH SHORE ROMANCE AT 


LARSMONT COTTAGES 


(Above and below) Larsmont Cottages. All photos courtesy of Odyssey Resorts 


ES, ek Re 


by Joy Summers 


The sound of icy water lapping slate 
rocks washes over us as we try to find 
our breath. Lungs slowly fill and re- 
lease the warm peppermint scented 


air in a deliberate manner. The difficulty is turning 
off the circuitous thoughts involving everything 
from a hangnail to the state of our relationship. Life 
can be like a manic Merry-Go-Round of work, wor- 
ry, and moments of simply being okay. How often, 


though, do we take the time to focus 

on our breath? 
They say that when you’ve been 
in a relationship for a certain amount 
of time, when you lay together, your breathing be- 
comes synched. In the quiet, you can almost hear 
each heartbeat. Once the initial rush of heady ro- 
mance settles into the reality of everyday life, how 
often do we take the moment to hold each other and 


Continued on page 42 > 
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SAVE THE DATE: - 
The 24th Annual Twin Cities HRC Dinner 
September 21, 2013 @ the Minneapolis Hilton 


Visit www.twincitiesdinner.org for details 


Getvaways 


Larsmont Cottages have gourmet kitchens (bottom) where you can 
do your own cooking, or visit the Ledge Rock Grille at Larsmont 
Lodge for fine dining (right). Well-appointed lounge areas in each 
cottage provide a cozy place to curl up and gaze at Gitche Gumee 
(Lake Superior) in front of the fire (below). 


THOSE QUIET MOMENTS SUSTAIN THAT GLOWING EMBER OF ENDURING 
LOVE. THE BEST WAY TO FIND YOUR WAY BACK TO THAT MOMENT IS TO RE- 
MOVE YOURSELF FROM THE DAILY STRESS OF YOUR EVERYDAY WORLD AND 

RUN AWAY TOGETHER. 


breathe, and allow our hearts to reconnect? Those quiet moments visit, a six-course dinner culminated with a lush lavender panna cotta. 
sustain that glowing ember of enduring love. The best way to Choose a wine from the well-selected list and enjoy your own dinner 
find your way back to that moment is to remove yourself from the theater. It's an excellent way to toast the beginning of your stay. 


daily stress of your everyday world and run 
away together. 

Larsmont Cottages (www.larsmont- 
cottages.com) are just far enough up the 
North Shore to feel like another land. In the 
winter months, the snow blankets the land 
and, while it may appear sleepy-and the 
surroundings are certainly quiet-there are 
a million things to do and ways to find that 
reconnection. 

On arrival, a fire burns in the main Lar- 
smont Lodge, a calming Northwoods aroma. 
This is also where the Ledge Rock Grille is, 


The cottages have gorgeous lake views 
with a fair amount of privacy-if you don't 
want to overlap with other guests, it's not 
hard to isolate yourselves to your desired 
degree. The full units are equipped with a 
full kitchen, stocked with all the necessary 
equipment, just bring your own groceries 
(there's a fabulous co-op, Whole Foods in 
Duluth www.wholefoods.coop/wp). 

The weather in this part of the state can 
change from moment to moment, but no 
matter the condition, there is plenty to do 
outside. While there is a roaring fire, satel- 


plan ahead and make a reservation for the Chef's Table-the only one lite TV, bottles of wine, and DVDs available, there is no season where 
in the area. Chef Uriah Hefter will tailor the evening's menu to you- {Ше out of doors doesn't call. There is ice climbing, hiking, snow 
so let them know if you have any likes or dietary restrictions. On our shoeing, sleigh rides and more. Odyssey Resorts (which owns 


Continued on page 44. > 
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An exceptional 
community deserves 
exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 
Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 
www.farmersagent.com/swolfson 


Assisting People 
with Disabilities to... 


Lead independent lives by providing PCA Choice Service and 
employment opportunities. Contact us today to find out all we have to offer. 
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If you or someone you love is l 
— let's talk. We specialize in 
restoration, offering several prc 
for stopping hair loss and rest 


- Ba 
= E At Anew, we use the most ad 
| minimally invasive technologies to 
^ A. i clients look their best. From 
a » o and hair restoration, to body a. 
_ the Twin Cities’ only VASER MI agstrom, MD 
d Board Certified & Mayo Clinic 
we'll help you restore Anew Trained Physician at 


Anew Aesthetic Medical Center 


Skin Treatments Include: 
| x, Fillers (including J 
d Belotero) and Skin Rej 
laser and medical skin care. 


Call 612.208.0741 for a free 
locations in downtown М! 


FREE CONSULTATIONS! 


THIS COULD BE YOU — check 
out these amazing results! 


120 6th Street South #175 


Read what our clients are saying Minneapolis, MN 55402 
at anewmedicalcenter.com 612.208.0741 | anewmedicalcenter.com AESTHETICMEDICAL CENTER 
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Larsmont) has a full-time activity director who coordinates biking 
and kayaking available in the warmer months (kayaking includes 
a trip up to Split Rock lighthouse and a tour around a shipwreck) 
as well as all-things-winter. Head out into the stunning vistas, your 
breath crystallizing as it hits the air, and work up a healthy sweat. 


ence 


Cottages with style and comfort. 


THE WEATHER IN THIS 
PART OF THE STATE 
CAN CHANGE FROM MO- 
MENT TO MOMENT, BUT 
NO MATTER THE CONDI- 
TION, THERE IS PLENTY 
TO DO OUTSIDE. 


The Chef's Table at Ledge Rock Grille gives you a front row 
seat to the six-course meal. 


Invigorating afternoons can culminate with a backyard marshmal- 
low roast. Again, just let the staff know your timing and they will get 
the fire going and supply S'mores fixings. There is also a traditional 
Finnish sauna by the water; finish working out that sweat and steam 


your way back your cottage. Or enjoy a nighttime dip in the year- 
round hot tub, under the twinkling stars. 

If you're looking for other spots to dine around the area, the New 
Scenic Café is not to be missed (www.sceniccafe.com) as the pre- 
miere dining destination up the North Shore with a laid-back vibe 
and exquisite cuisine. The 
Lighthouse at Emily's (www. 
lighthouseatemilys.com) is a 
converted general store and 
house just off the scenic high- 
way serving great burgers, 
salads, and nightly specials: 
Saturday night is prime rib. 

If you're not ready to call it 
a night, there's a shuttle avail- 
able up to Grand Superior 
Lodge where winter months 
bring the BLU Ice Bar (www. 
grandsuperior.com/icebar). 
Bundle up, suck 'em down, 
and don't worry about having 
to drive home. 

A Larsmont weekend isn't 
complete without a visit to 
the lakeside massage house, 
which offers massages for 
individuals or couples. In the 
massage house is where we 
lay, listening to the water in a 
warm room as experts knead 


Ledge Rock Grille dining room. 


away the knots of worry that have collected beneath our skin. Breath- 
ing in the perfume of essential oils, we then exhale worry and doubt. 
Gently, we blow down the walls that we built around us. It is in that 
moment that I hear our heartbeat. 
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Пер cure ill! 


For more information about 
participating in a research study, 
call: 612-625-7472 
or visit: www.hiv.umn.edu 


Researchers at the University 
of Minnesota are working hard 
to find a cure for HIV. Several 
studies are currently under- 
way, and we need your help. 


Your participation in an HIV 
research study might bring a 
cure closer to reality. This is 
important work, and you can 
be a part of it. 


Let’s talk if you are: 
e HIV+ 
• 18 or older 
* In generally good health 


Compensation and time 
requirements vary, depending 
on the study. 


UNIVERSITY 
OF MINNESOTA 
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SPECIAL ROMANTIC CHARM 
LIVES AT THE SAINT PAUL HOTEL 
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Exterior view of The Saint Paul Hotel with winter lights. Photo courtesy of The Saint Paul Hotel 


by Ed Huyck 


St. Paul has a life all its own in the wintertime. ties for couples to share a great time together. 


The annual Winter Carnival brings thousands of vis- 
itors to the capitol city during late January as Min- 
nesotans look to shake off the shackles of winter, 
even for just an evening. 


'The city's unique attractions also make it a fine es- 
cape for those looking for a bit of added romance in 
their lives. The pace may be a bit slower than down- 
town Minneapolis, but there are plenty of opportuni- 
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A perfect place to stage this getaway — for Valen- 
tine's Day or any time during the winter or year — is 
'The Saint Paul Hotel. 

The attractions at the hotel start with the building 
itself. More than a century old, The Saint Paul Ho- 
tel has been a major center in St. Paul for decades. 
It opened in 1910 as the city's *million dollar hotel" 
and has been intertwined with city history. It has 


THE ST. PAUL GRILL 
IS A PARTICULAR 
ATTRACTION, NOT 
JUST FOR HOTEL 
GUESTS BUT ALSO 
FOR PEOPLE LOOK- 
ING FOR AN EXCEL- 
LENT EVENING OF 
FINE DINING. 


played host to Charles Lindberg, Midwestern gangsters, and a long- 
standing live radio show on KSTP. Lawrence Welk played a regular 
Saturday night gig; while Gene Autry and John Kennedy stayed at or 
visited the hotel. 

It has been renovated, but the Saint Paul still retains the charm 
of its original turn-of-the-20"-century design. Inside, there are 254 
rooms, including 31 luxury suites. Along with the beauty are the 
amenities, including top-notch service. 

“For generations, we have been honored that sweethearts from 
all over our region have chosen our 
rooms and restaurants for their special 
meals and Valentine’s getaways,” said 
Pete Zellmer of The Saint Paul Hotel. 

The holiday falls on a Thursday 
this year, which means people may 
look to the following weekend for 
an extended getaway. Also, the area 
promises to be busy with a George 
Strait concert at the Xcel Energy Cen- 
ter Friday evening. 

The romance, Zellmer notes, ex- 
tends far beyond Valentine’s Day. The 
hotel is often used as a romantic get- 
away, from a special date at The St. 
Paul Grill to a wedding reception to a way to celebrate an anniver- 
sary, whether or not the couple was married at the Saint Paul. 

The St. Paul Grill is a particular attraction, not just for hotel guests 
but also for people looking for an excellent evening of fine dining. 
Often cited as one of the best restaurants in the Twin Cities area, The 
St. Paul Grill offers a modern take on classic American dining. It also 
features an extensive, award-winning wine list and rare Scotches and 
whiskies. The restaurant will be busy with loving couples not just on 
Valentine’s Day, but for the week before and after, Zellmer said. 

Of course, St. Paul offers other choices for couples looking for a 
romantic meal. The Meritage (410 St. Peter St., www.meritage-stpaul. 


ж Р eal 


Landmark Center in winter. Photo courtesy of Visit St. Paul 


com) offers its own high-quality meals every night, from twists on 
traditional French dishes to distinctly Minnesota dishes, like a hon- 
ey- and spice-glazed duck breast or a coffee-dusted white-tail venison 
loin. Then there are the likes of Pazzaluna (360 St. Peter St., www. 
pazzaluna.com), Sakura (350 St. Peter St., www.sakurastpaul.com) 
or — if you want a particularly unusual romantic getaway – Mickey’s 
Diner (36^ W. 7^ St., www.mickeysdiningcar.com). 

Some of that charm is right outside the building itself. Adjacent 
to Rice Park, The Saint Paul Hotel has a commanding view of the 
area. While the Wells Fargo Winter 
Skate at the adjacent Landmark Cen- 
ter closes Feb. 3, the park still offers a 
fine chance for a winter walk. Nearby 
attractions, from the Science Museum 
of Minnesota to the Ordway to the 
Fitzgerald and Park Square theaters, 
all offer fine chances for couples to 
enjoy their time in St. Paul, and each 
other's company. 

^We know that our building's his- 
toric architecture and classic style set 
a dazzling mood, and that our award- 
winning St. Paul Grill provides excep- 
tional dining; everyone on our staff 
truly believes that the best gift we are able to offer our guests is our 
all-out, passionate commitment to customer service. By attending 
to every detail, and by continuing a proud tradition in which unsur- 
passed quality is not just a pleasant surprise, but is, instead, our ac- 
knowledged standard, we leave our guests free to focus all of their 
attentions on one another. That's the essence of romance, and that's 
just the kind of Valentine's Day experience The Saint Paul Hotel pro- 
vides,” Zellmer said. O 


id 


For more information on The Saint Paul Hotel or to make reservations, call 1-800-292- 
9292 or visit online at www.saintpaulhotel.com. 
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ROMANCE LIVES AT 
MINNESOTA CASINOS 


Tu in 


by Ed Huyck 


'The allure ofthe card tables; the thrill of the slots. 
The chance to make it big-or at least have a fun eve- 
ning or weekend away from workaday concerns. 

In Minnesota, several casinos bring the thrills of 
Las Vegas and Atlantic City without having to deal 


with the 1) the heat of the desert or 2) New Jersey. 
Instead of taking a flight to parts unknown, you can 
stay in Minnesota and enjoy some local hospitality, 
high-value dining, gaming and entertainment, and a 


chance to check out the local splendor. 

And while casinos may not jump to mind as a 
romantic getaway, they offer all of the amenities 
a couple needs for some fun. For some, the gam- 
ing tables or the endless fields of slot machines are 
enough. For those who want more than gambling, 
your wishes are also on the table. The beauty of na- 
ture is just outside your door, or you can take in a 
rising superstar in concert, or treat yourself with a 
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Mystic Lake Casino Hotel. Photos courtesy of Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 


Treasure Island Resort & Casino. Photos courtesy of Treasure Island Resort & Casino 


special time at a spa. 

Below are three Minnesota casinos ready to offer couples a spe- 
cial time, either on Valentine’s Day itself or over the following week- 
end. You can’t go wrong with any choice. 

“For a romantic getaway, we have the hotel, spa, restaurants, enter- 
tainment and gaming all in one convenient location,” said Tammy Reed 
of Mystic Lake Casino Hotel in Prior Lake (www.mysticlake.com). For 
Valentine’s Day weekend, Mystic Lake promises to offer specials in 
their steakhouse. Entertainment-wise, 
they will launch of a new comedy club 
over that weekend with Lisa Landry 
and Joe Zimmerman on tap first. 

Mystic Lake has the perfect way 
to celebrate Valentine’s Day evening, 
with a special four-course meal for two, 
complete with salad, a special beef 
course, crab-stuffed lobster tails and 
a triple-chocolate parfait for dessert 
($50, or $60 with two glasses of Cham- 
pagne). By the way, the inclusion of 
alcohol for dinner is a new twist at the 
facility, as wine, beer, and liquor sales 
were added last fall. 

During February, Mystic Lake has 
midweek rates starting at $83 (with 
discount coupons) and $159 on the 
weekends. During the month, they are also offering a spa special for 
Lavender readers, featuring one 60-minute signature facial and one 
60-minute signature massage for $150 (a $25 savings), make sure 
you call Mystic Lake for more details. 

Red Wing’s Treasure Island (www.treasureislandcasino.com) of 
fers plenty of gaming opportunities-more than 150,000 square feet 
in fact-in a non-smoking environment. There is additional entertain- 
ment on tap most every weekend, from the Doobie Brothers and 


ú а Кын, 
Treasure Island's Boutique Suite. 
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FOR PEOPLE LOOK- 
ING FOR AN EXCEL- 
LENT EVENING OF 
FINE DINING. 


Mystic Lake's Prom Stage. 


Foreigner to Dwight Yoakam and Gary Allan (the featured artist on 
Saturday, Feb. 16). Or you can check out other options, like the 24- 
lane Xtreme Bowling Center and Arcade. 

It’s not just headliners that аге a draw for Treasure Island. The 
Parlay Lounge features free entertainment every Friday and Satur- 
day night. Red Wing offers its own charms for a couple looking for 
romance on Valentine’s Day, such as the gorgeous beauty of the Mis- 
sissippi River Valley to a trip to Falconer Vineyard or the Red Wing 
Shoe Store and Museum. 

The facility offers several res- 
taurants, watched over carefully by 
award-winning executive chef James 
Powers. You can go from fancy to ca- 
sual, depending on mood or what you 
plan to celebrate. Treasure Island 
offers special packages for couples, 
such as the Best Staycation Ever, fea- 
turing three nights stay, slot vouch- 
ers, and a gift card that can be used at 
the numerous offerings of the facility, 
all starting at $484. 

There are several casino complex- 
es just outside the Twin Cities while 
others can be found conveniently 
located near other getaways. If you 
want to explore Iron Range, Duluth, 
and the North Shore, the Black Bear Casino and Resort, located 
along Highway 35 near Cloquet, is a perfect choice. (www.black- 
bearcasinoresort.com) 

Sure, you can head up the road to explore these great attractions, 
but Black Bear has its own charms to offer visitors as well. There’s 
entertainment in the Otter Creek Event Center, gaming specials, and 
tournaments. The restaurants offer plenty of variety as well, from 
nightly specials to a terrific variety of dishes. [1 
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BOOKS | E.B. Boatner 


WHEN THE COOKIE CRUMBLES 

Virginia Lowell 

Berkeley Prime Crime 

$7.99 

Cozy up with Virginia Lowell’s third Cookie Cutter Shop Mystery featuring Oliv- 
ia Greyson, owner of Chatterly Heights’s The Gingerbread House, and her inde- 
fatigable best friend, Maddie. The whole town is in the throes of preparation for 
the celebration of the town’s founding. Rashly, the pair have been inveigled into 
making gingerbread replicas of all the historical town landmarks, including the 
famous Chatterly Mansion. Preparations founder when Paine Chatterly, thought 
long dead, pops up claiming the mansion, then is found dead in his bathtub. 
Olivia and Maddie step in, uncovering layers of town scandal in the process. Low- 
ell’s deft descriptions create lush verbal confections, weaving colors, scents and 
textures together to experience the crunch of gingerbread or scent of lemon pol- 
ish on old oak. 


AN INVITATION TO MURDER 
Gerry Stimmler 
il N Eleanor Avenue Press 

X $12.99 

: If you missed Gerry Stimmler’s first Margie’s Murder Mystery, Dropped Dead in Kona, plunge 

: into An Invitation to Murder. The arrest of Margie’s dad for the murder of his old business рагі- 
ner brings Margie and her posse-husband Joe, BFF Amanda and spouse Pete, family pooch Mr. 
Magoo-back to the mainland to sort it all out. Not so simple. L.A. is astir with Margie's fifteenth 
high school class reunion, and Christian, former classmate and son of Ed, the slain business 
partner, begs Margie to attend. Desperate, he calls and stalks and wheedles. Joe, our narrator, 
observes patiently, and tries to restrain Margie’s sleuthing, nursing his fantasies of Margie in her 
cheerleader outfit. Humor, madcap characters, and brash plotting make for a brisk read. 


: tha bon 
to Murder 
TRANSPOSES 
Dylan Edwards 
Northwest Press 
$19.99 
Written and drawn by Dylan Edwards (a.k.a. NDR), the six stories are true accounts from his 
interviews with the seven principal characters. Edwards explains, “They have been dramatized 
{ for comics, and as such, some minor characters may be composites, and some framing devices 
} invented.” Other devices, pseudonyms, rearranged character imaging, and so on have also 
been employed to protect privacy, but the bottom line is that the seven are all individuals who 
belong in the rather specialized category of “queer-identified female-to-male transman.” Edwards 
skillfully proves that even within this rather restricted membership, no two stories are alike, and 
each of his lively, richly drawn characters strives to explore the meaning of “being a man,” and 
illustrate that everyone, however configured, seeks companionship, completion, and love. 
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150 YEARS OF PHOTOJOURNALISM 

Nick Yapp and Amanda Hopkinson 

h.f.ullmann 

$39.99 

Culled from 70 million possibilities within the vast Getty Images archives and other sources, this 
handsome volume opens with a calm fishing scene along New York’s Genesee River and draws 
the reader/viewer along through 150 tumultuous years of photographic images views of world 
history ranging from a portrait of Charles Darwin to a hooded Iraqi prisoner in Abu Ghraib pris- 
on; from the steam traction engine in the 1860s to the last touchdown in 2005 of the U.S. Space 
Shuttle Atlantis. Part I embraces 1850-1918; Part II, 1918 to today. Each offers glimpses into 
discrete segments: “Street Life,” “Sport,” “Entertainment,” "Social Unrest,” and of course, the 
many wars and revolutions. Browse it for hours and draw your own conclusions about the glory 
and (im)perfectibility of Man. 
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FAITH | Father Shannon Kearns 


INTRODUCING 
FATHER SHANNON KEARNS 


As a transgender man, finding a place 
in the church has been a difficult journey. 
I, like many other queer people, have had 
every reason to walk away from the church 
(and God) entirely and yet, I haven’t been 
able to leave. In fact, not only have I stayed, 
I am about to be ordained to the Priesthood. 

My journey to ordination has been a 
winding one. I felt a call to ministry at a 
young age, but it seemed that everything 
about me was a barrier to fulfilling that 
call. I grew up in an evangelical church that 
didn’t ordain women and where I thought 
no GLBT people even existed. I struggled 
against the rules of the church and tried to 
find ways to serve, but I always felt pushed 
to the margins. I majored in youth ministry 
in college but was told that because of my 
gender I could never be a pastor. 

While in college, two major things hap- 
pened: I was introduced to churches that 
ordained women and I began to admit to 
myself that I was attracted to women. I had 
no idea that transgender people existed and 
so, even though I was uncomfortable with 
my body and my gender identity, I had no 
language to express what I was experienc- 
ing. The only conclusion I could come to was 
that I must be gay. While I was thrilled to 
think that maybe my gender would no lon- 
ger prove to be a barrier to ordination, now 
I worried that my sexual orientation would. 

I left the evangelical church of my youth 
and began to explore other Christian tradi- 
tions. I found people who were supportive 
of GLBT folks, people who were concerned 
about poverty and other justice issues, 
people who wanted to make a difference in 
the world. It was a refreshing change from 
a church that was only concerned with sav- 
ing souls (and policing behavior). But I still 
struggled with whether or not I would be 
able to answer my calling to ministry. 

I was still struggling with my identity. 


Coming out as gay had given me some re- 
lief, but something still didn’t seem resolved. 
I was in my twenties when I finally began to 
hear about transgender people. I read ev- 
erything that I could find from people with a 
transgender identity and something clicked. 
Finally, I had language to explain my own 
struggle. Finally, I had words that I could at- 
tach to myself that made sense. I came out 
as transgender in my second year of divin- 
ity school at Union Theological Seminary 
in New York City. I was supported by the 
staff and faculty (even if they didn’t quite 
know what to make of me) and by most of 
my classmates, but here was another barrier 
to ordination. Lesbian and Gay people were 
starting to be ordained in some denomina- 
tions, but it was still a tough go for transgen- 
der people. Even if I could manage to find a 
church or denomination to ordain me, there 
was still a good chance that no church would 
allow me to minister. 

In the words of Marcella Althaus-Reid who 
wrote The Queer God: “There are those who 
go to gay bars and salsa clubs with rosaries 
in their pockets, and who make camp chapels 
of their living rooms. Others enter churches 
with love letters hidden in their bags, because 
their need for God and their need for love re- 
fuse to fit into different compartments. But 
what goodness and righteousness can prevail 
if you are in love with someone whom you аге 
ecclesiastically not supposed to love? Where 
is God in a salsa bar?” 

Icouldn't seem to find a place that didn't 
require me to put my life into different com- 
partments and yet I longed to find a space 
where I could love God, love people, and be 
queer. 

I discovered the North American Old 
Catholic Church in an unexpected way; on 
Twitter. The presiding Archbishop Michael 
Seneco started following my account and 
then reached out to me via email. He want- 


ed to get the word out that the NAOCC or- 
dained transgender people and he wanted 
my help. The more we talked about the NA- 
OCC, the more it seemed like it might be the 
home I was looking for. 

The North American Old Catholic 
Church is an independent Catholic group 
that welcomes and ordains women; lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer peo- 
ple; married and partnered people; and peo- 
ple who have been divorced. They are con- 
cerned with social justice and new church 
starts. They trace their history back to the 
See of Utrecht, with a formal split from Ro- 
man Catholicism in the 1700s over the doc- 
trine of papal infallibility. 

In Catholicism, I finally found a tradition 
that nourished me. The mix of deep contem- 
plative spirituality that fuels and nourishes 
you to go out and work for justice has been 
vital to me. Here is a faith that encourages 
self-care and getting your hands dirty. 

As I look back on my journey, both to 
finding peace with my identity and to ordina- 
tion, I see that my experience of being told 
there was no place for me in ministry and 
that I was always the wrong kind of “Chris- 
tian” influences how I approach my ministry 
as a priest. I feel called to walk with other 
people on the margins, to create spaces 
where they can worship as all of who they 
are, and where there are no barriers to the 
Eucharistic table. 

I will be starting a new parish, House 
of the Transfiguration, in Minneapolis. My 
experiences of feeling excluded inform the 
mission of the church. We will work to be 
a place that welcomes all people and works 
for justice. It will be a place where you can 
experience tradition and ritual and also feel 
comfortable in jeans and sneakers. It will 
be a church where you can bring all of your 
identities and all of your story and be wel- 
come at the table. 
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1-USA 

BigGayNews from Hollywood: 

Jodie Foster Gay: Actress Comes Out At Golden Globes 2013 
The Huffington Post reports that Jodie Foster ended years 
of rampant media speculation when she casually came out 
of the closet while accepting her Cecil B. DeMille Award at 
the Golden Globes Sunday night. After mentioning in her 
speech that “I already did my coming out about a thousand 
years ago, back in the Stone Age,” the notoriously private 
actress went on to say, “If you had to fight for a life that felt 
real and honest and normal against all odds, then maybe 
you, too, would value privacy above all else.” Foster now 
joins celebrities such as Matt Bomer, Sam Champion, and 
Anderson Cooper who have publicly addressed the ques- 
tion of their sexuality in low-key, almost matter-of-fact ways. 


BigGayNews from California: 
Gay Long Beach Pastor Reverend 

Mel White Rails Against Religious 
Leaders Espousing Anti-Gay Views 
The Press-Telegram reports that the 
Rev. Mel White is angry that Pat Rob- 
ertson, James Dobson, and Rick War- 
ren say they are doing the Lord’s work 
and their anti-gay views are based on 
the BibleDuring a guest sermon 
Sunday morning at the First Con- 
gregational Church of Long Beach, 
Reverend White stated: “Gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender people have been suffering in fear and guilt and killing 
themselves because of the hideous things said by the religious right.” After trying for 
more than 20 years to cure his homosexuality with psychotherapy, prayer, electro- 
convulsive therapy, exorcism, and eventually an attempted suicide, White revealed: 
“T went through decades hearing people misuse the Bible and thinking I was sick and 
needed to be cured and be forgiven because I am gay. Now I know God loves you and 
there isn’t anything you can do to stop that.” 


BigGayNews from New York: 

Koch Film's "Gay" Furor 

The New York Post reports that the new documentary about Ed Koch may have ru- 
ined his friendship with a prominent gay advocate, who suggests in the movie that 
the former mayor is gay. In the film, lobbyist and longtime gay activist Ethan Geto 
recalls the outbreak of the AIDS epidemic in the 1980s, saying: “So many people, 
particularly in the gay community, thought Koch was gay and that because he was a 
closeted gay man he wouldn't do anything on AIDS.” Koch, who has always fervently 


refused to discuss his sexuality, told The Post that he was taken aback by comments 
from someone he once considered a friend. 


BigGayNews from California: 

Jeanne Manford, PFLAG Founder, Dies At 92 

The Washington Blade reports that Jeanne Manford, the founder of Parents, Families 
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG), died Thursday at her home in Daly City, 
California. Manford was a New York City native who became an overnight leader 
of the burgeoning “straight ally" movement in 1972 when she spoke out publicly 
in support of her son, a gay activist who was attacked and beaten at a gay rights 
demonstration. After marching alongside her son in the New York's second annual 
gay pride parade carrying a sign saying "Parents of Gays: Unite in Support for Our 
Children", Manford's support started the movement of parents, friends, and allies. 


BigGayNews from San Francisco: 

San Francisco Lawmakers To Consider Renaming City's Airport For Gay Rights 
Leader Harvey Milk 

The Washington Post reports that a San Francisco lawmaker on Tuesday planned to 
introduce legislation asking voters to rename the city's airport after slain gay rights 
leader Harvey Milk. Supervisor David Campos sponsored a charter amendment that 
would put the question of creating Harvey Milk-San Francisco International Airport 
on San Francisco's November ballot. If five of Campos' colleagues agree to submit 
the proposed name change to voters and the amendment goes through, the city 
would become home to the world's first airport honoring an openly gay person, said 
Milk's nephew, Stuart Milk. 


BigGayNews from Washington DC: 

National Cathedral To Host First Same-Sex Weddings 

The SF Gate reports that the Washington National Cathedral, where the nation 
gathers to mourn tragedies and celebrate new presidents, will soon begin hosting 
same-sex marriages. Cathedral officials state that the church will be among the first 
Episcopal congregations to implement a new rite of marriage for gay, lesbian, bi- 
sexual, and transgender members, and that they plan to announce its new policy on 
Wednesday. The cathedral's dean, the Very Reverend Gary Hall, states that perform- 
ing same-sex marriages is an opportunity to break down barriers and build a more 
inclusive community "that reflects the diversity of God's world." 


2-TAIWAN 


BigGayNews from Taiwan: 

Death Threats For Taiwan Gay Couple In Marriage Case 

ChannelNewsAsia.com reports that a Taiwanese gay couple said Tuesday they have 
received death threats after going public with a controversial appeal against the gov- 
ernment for refusing to register their marriage. Chen Ching-hsueh and his partner 
Kao Chih-wei filed a complaint with the Taipei Administrative Court last year against 
a government agency which had turned them away when they tried to register their 
marriage, and while the general public had reacted positively, Chen said he got death 
threats and some offensive comments posted on his Facebook which prompted him 
to consider withdrawing his case. The case has been widely described as a potential 
milestone for gay rights as it could potentially pave the way to Asia's first legalization 
of same-sex marriage. 


3-GREAT BRITAIN 


BigGayNews from Great Britain: 

Oxford Union Slammed For Inviting Three Gay Haters 

Gay Star News reports that Oxford University debating society invited three hate 
speakers to discuss gay parenting, while dropping far-right politician, Nick Griffin, 
who they claimed was invited ‘by mistake’. Well-known homophobes Scott Lively, 
Winston McKenzie, and Peter D. Williams would debate a motion "This House 
Would be Glad to Have Gay Parents"; however, they are infamous in their anti-gay 
stance, making their invitation a sharply criticized point among gay rights campaign- 
ers. GLBT rights campaigners slammed the choice of speakers, in particular signal- 
ing out Lively, who authored ‘The Pink Swastika’, a book which blames the holocaust 
on gays, and who is an ardent supporter of Uganda's planned death penalty for gays 
(Kill the Gays Bill) and on record as saying homosexuality is a “global threat." 0 
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POLITICS | Brett Stevens 


Don't Skip Dessert - Interview With DFL Rep Ryan Winkler 


Since I was able to speak with Sen. John 
Marty and get his take on same-sex marriage in 
Minnesota, I wanted to get a DFL house mem- 
ber's impression on the issue. Rep. Ryan Win- 
kler, DFL-Golden Valley, was gracious enough to 
speak with me on the subject. I know Winkler 
from Twitter and he had expressed support for 
the GLBT community on this issue. He was first 
elected in 2006 and represents parts of St. Louis 
Park, Golden Valley, Medicine Lake, and Plym- 
outh. Being a DFLer in the suburbs gives him an 
interesting perspective on the issue. 

Stevens: What is your stance on making 
same-sex marriage legal in Minnesota? 

Winkler: I think we should enact marriage 
equality and I think we should do it in 2013. 

What are its chances for passage in the 
Minnesota House this year? When? 

I think you have a pretty high likelihood of 
passage this year. I don't think we will pass it 
before we deal with the financial and budgetary 
issues which are our first constitutional obliga- 
tion. But I think that after we have taken care of 
our constitutional responsibilities we will move 
onto this issue. 

Patrick Condon and Brian Bakst of the As- 
sociated Press wrote an article, following the 
2012 election, about the politics of passing 
same-sex marriage. They found 16 House 
DFLers were elected in districts where the 
Marriage Amendment had a majority of sup- 
port. Can the DFL get these representatives 
to vote for same-sex marriage? 

I think a lot of people who represent those 
districts have a strong personal conviction that 
marriage equality is the right thing to do. And 
Ithink for some of them there may be a political 
downside in supporting it but I don't think that 
number is nearly as high as sixteen. I'm not sure 
that same-sex marriage is really a powerful vot- 
ing issue for those who oppose it any more. And 
just by way of example, there were Democrats 
who voted against the Marriage Amendment in 
the legislature who went back to their districts, 
got reelected, and their districts strongly sup- 
ported the amendment. I think that issue isn't 
held against them by enough swing voters to 
make a difference. Second of all, I don't think 
the Republican Party is intending to use the Mar- 
riage Amendment issue as a political weapon any 
more. No organization out there is using it to 
attack people who vote for same-sex marriage. I 
think its political danger is much less. 

So you think the issue has flipped politi- 
cally? 

Ithink it has flipped in its ability to galvanize 
voters to become the single issue that deter- 


mines your vote for someone one way or another. 
That’s really just dropped off dramatically А 
number of years ago driving through St. Cloud, 
Ican'tremember who the representative or sena- 
tor was, there was a billboard with two men in 
tuxedoes obviously getting married and the tag 
line was "Want gay marriage? Vote for so-and-so." 
It was clearly used as a way to attack [a candi- 
date] they considered not sufficiently opposed 
to same-sex marriage. You didn't see any of that 
this year. [Banning same-sex marriage] was on 
the ballot. It was probably the most significant 
political issue this year in Minnesota. [Oppo- 
nents to same-sex marriage] simply didn't use it 
in campaigns at all. 

Do you think there could be GOP sup- 
port for the law? 

I hope so. There should be. I know there are 
a number of Republicans who believe we should 
pass marriage equality. I hope they reach the 
same conclusion that Democrats do. If you be- 
lieve you should vote for it, do so. Itis not going 
to hurt you. You are not going to use this issue 
against the Democrats any more. I hope there 
are some Republicans who vote for it. I know 
there were a few who voted against the marriage 
amendment two years ago. There were some 
who opposed the marriage amendment strongly 
but voted for it and they were deeply bothered by 
it. I just don't see this as a partisan issue. 

If the House is unable to get the votes 
for same-sex marriage, would you support 
repealing the state DOMA law at least as a 
first step? 

The answer would be yes. I think the sup- 
porters of same-sex marriage would have the 
hardest time with that as a first step. I mean it's 
a civil rights issue. It's really hard if you have 
a strong conviction like I do that this is a basic 
question of human fairness and decency. It's 
hard to say a half step is adequate. I would much 
rather vote for marriage equality. If it did fall 
apart, which I wouldn't expect, then we should 
make progress wherever we can. It really has to 
be shown that it won't work first. I think we need 
to focus on passing the full civil rights bill. 

If civil union legislation, which would es- 
sentially give the same benefits and respon- 
sibilities, could pass this year, would you 
consider supporting it if same-sex marriage 
failed? 

'That would certainly be better than nothing. 
You are talking about the difference of a word. If 
you can't deliver full equality it would be better to 
supply people with the same benefits and rights 
and substance as everyone else even if you can't 
call it the same thing. I think that would be a 


fallback if the votes weren't there. I think we can 
get the votes for marriage equality. I have a lot of 
confidence that we can do that. 

We've been getting a lot of negative sig- 
nals from Majority Leader Tom Bakk and 
from Speaker Thissen...and even Governor 
Dayton made a comment that was not very 
encouraging. Why do you suppose they are 
so non-committal? 

First of all, right after the election, before 
the legislature is organized, the leaders don't 
necessarily know where their caucuses stand on 
issues. They can get in trouble if they take too 
clear of a position on something, getting too far 
ahead of their colleagues. There is certain hesi- 
tancy in the beginning to make clear statements 
on taxes and any number of issues. Second of all, 
Ithink there is a hesitancy to make it appear that 
same-sex marriage is a top priority this session. 
That it would come before balancing the budget 
and investing in education. Most Minnesotans 
expect us to do that first. [The DFL leaders] 
don't want to give the impression that they want 
to skip straight to dessert without eating our veg- 
etables first. That's not to say we're not doing 
this. It’s more ‘lets cool this for now.’ 

We don’t want Minnesotans to think we are 
failing to govern and balance the budget. To me, 
if you can’t pass a balanced budget and shutdown 
government and go after a bunch of social issues, 
you are going to have a problem with Minnesota 
voters. І think they are trying to avoid the per- 
ception we not doing our core basic work before 
we move onto other things. 

[End Interview] 

Winkler is a standup guy who has always 
shown integrity so I don’t doubt his convictions. 
He has worked in the House since 2006 so knows 
many of the legislators well. He laid out the case 
quite convincingly. However, whether same-sex 
marriage is the winning strategy for same-sex re- 
lationship recognition isn’t as clear. ГЇЇ explain. 

Several questions arise from his answers, 
especially given the reticence the DFL leader- 
ship has shown. His belief that rural DFLers will 
vote in opposition their constituencies on same- 
sex marriage may be wishful thinking. Follow- 
ing this interview, I found an example of a rural 
DFLer who is not too keen on this issue. Don Da- 
vis said on January 8, 2013, in the Duluth News 
Tribune article “Money tops Minnesota legisla- 
tive concerns”: 

“Money will dominate conversation as Min- 
nesota legislators begin their 2013 session at 
noon today. 

It is such a key issue that when caught rush- 
ing to a midday Monday appointment, Rep. Paul 
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Marquart, DFL-Dilworth, could not think of an 
important nonbudget issue. Marquart said he has 
told fellow state representatives that the budget is 
so important that they should not consider issues 
such as gay marriage and gun control this year.” 

The above account is from January 8, 2013, 
not right after the election. In this article, Speak- 
er Paul Thissen did say he believes they can 
work on same-sex marriage this year but Mar- 
quart, who just missed getting the No. 2 spot in 
the DFL caucus, was openly hostile to the issue. 

“Marquart said he does not want guns, same- 
sex marriage and other social issues to get in the 
way of budget work. Besides, he said, rural law- 
makers may not support some of those causes. 

‘No doubt those are difficult issues in rural 
Minnesota,’ he said, ‘and ones we should not fo- 
cus on.” 

The issue faces serious challenges if some 
rural DFLers are against even discussing same- 
sex marriage. 

Winkler’s answers also raise another sub- 
stantial question. If same-sex marriage is a civil 
rights issue, why is it less important than the 
budget? I understand budgetary concerns are 
very important but I would think our civil rights 
would be equally as important. This leads into 
my next concern. 

With rural DFL legislators skittish about 
same-sex marriage, I cannot understand why we 


don’t consider a compromise position like civil 
unions. Other states have taken this path and it 
has worked well. While our governor is wary of 
pushing boulders up mountains, Colorado’s Gov- 
ernor John Hickenlooper had this to say at his 
state of the state address as published January 10, 
2013, by The Associated Press in The Denver Post: 

“As mentioned earlier, there are quite a few 
mountains we ought to climb together before 
this session ends in May. Some of us tried very 
hard, but it didn’t get done last year. This year, 
let’s do it. Let’s pass civil unions!” 

Again, I’m not arguing against same-sex mar- 
riage but I am definitely against doing nothing. 
If we limit ourselves to an all-or-nothing propo- 
sition, I’m afraid we will get absolutely nothing. 
That isn’t an option for me. As far as I’m con- 
cerned we need to press for recognition of our 
relationships today and not in ten years or what- 
ever. Let’s get the discussion opened up. But 
above all, let's not skip dessert. L1 
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POLITICS | Brett Stevens 


What's іп a Name - The Case for Civil Unions 


In the poll reported by Baird Helgeson in 
the Star Tribune's article *Minnesota Poll: 
Marriage vote splits state in two“ last Sep- 
tember 26, we learned that while same-sex 
marriage was a divisive issue, the idea of 
civil unions for same sex partners was over- 
whelmingly popular: 

“While passions for and against a tradi- 
tional definition of marriage run strong, the 
poll also shows that attitudes are shifting 
when it comes to civil unions. 

The poll shows overwhelming support 
for civil unions that would offer gay and les- 
bian couples the same legal rights as mar- 
riage. Overall, 68 percent of respondents 
would support civil unions while only 23 per- 
cent would oppose them. The support cuts 
across every demographic and party line." 

That’s outstanding support and the poll 
also indicated it was widespread including 
55% of Republicans agreeing with same-sex 
civil unions to only 34% against. 

So why don't we just ask for civil unions? 
It could pass easily and without much hassle 
now that it's been shown the issue matters 
to the people of Minnesota. There are five 
states that have civil union laws and a few 
more states which had civil unions and later 
passed same-sex marriage. If states like 
Delaware, Hawaii, and New Jersey have civil 
unions, why can't we consider it? 

'Therefore, I decided to make a case for 
passing civil unions if the idea of same-sex 
marriage scares legislative leaders so much. 
'The civil union idea has such overwhelming 
support; even Republicans should be cross- 
ing the aisle to vote for it. Certainly rural 
DFLers will have no problem with it. 

If civil unions, supported by a vast major- 
ity, have the same benefits and privileges af- 
forded *marriage" why not pass that? 

Who cares what it's called? 

Richard Carlbom of Minnesotans United 
for All Families said in *Minnesota group ex- 
pected to seek legalization of gay marriage" 
in Patrick Condon's AP piece at www.twin- 
cities.com: 

“I think we still have a lot of work to do to 
spark conversation about why marriage mat- 


ters, and why we shouldn't limit the freedom 
to marry. But at the end of the day, voters 
will reward those who grant freedom and 
punish those who try to limit it." 

Iagree. Wholeheartedly. Ijust don't care 
what they call it. We need these benefits and 
privileges now. This isn't a new conversa- 
tion. Same-sex couples have been asking for 
equal treatment for their relationships since 
1971. A generation later, gay and lesbian 
couples are still hoping for legal recognition 
of their status. 

Call it whatever you'd like. Civil unions 
would give us the same legal treatment as 
marriage. There are Minnesotans who are 
facing adverse situations because we worry 
about the word? For example, let's consider 
the story of Thomas Proehl and James Mor- 
rison. 

From Abby Simons said in the Star Tri- 
bune article of May 25, 2012, “Hennepin pro- 
bate case shows how marriage law stymies 
inheritance”: 

Thomas Proehl and James Morrison as- 
sumed they would grow old together. Still, they 
were careful. 

Together more than 25 years, the main- 
stays of the Twin Cities theater and arts com- 
munity were fit, relatively young and happy. 
Cars, homes and mortgages were owned joint- 
ly. They named one another as beneficiaries on 
their life insurance policies. They were mar- 
ried in San Francisco. 

But they never made a will. 

When Proehl, 46, died unexpectedly of a 
heart attack in April 2011, his grieving part- 
ner never foresaw the legal battle be waged 
against a faceless opponent: A state law that 
prevents him from being recognized as Pro- 
ehl’s surviving spouse. 

You never know when death will happen. 
You could get hit by a bus. You could get 
a blood clot that travels to your brain and 
kills you. It happens. If Minnesota had civil 
unions, Proehl and Morrison could have 
availed themselves of that legal device and 
Morrison would never have faced the follow- 
ing, as reported from Laura Yuen of MPR on 
August 2, 2012, in “Court: Gay partners have 


right to inheritance”: 

“T worked with everyone from the fed- 
eral government to state government to try 
and find resolution. What I found was a great 
deal of sympathy and empathy, but the law 
just wouldn't allow them to resolve our es- 
tate without having to go to court,’ said Mor- 
rison." 

At issue was a life insurance policy from 
the University of Minnesota and a bank ac- 
count that was only in Proehl's name from 
the sale of their California home. As a result, 
Proehl's next of kin wasn't his partner of 25 
years but his parents. Luckily Proehl's par- 
ents knew the money was Morrison's. But it 
didn't matter. Legally, Morrison and Proehl 
were treated as strangers, not as a couple. 

In the end, as Yuen reported, a judge 
found Morrison had the right to inherit and 
said the couple "should be treated in death 
like any other married couple." Amen. "My 
hope is this will at least make a small differ- 
ence, and people hopefully begin to put a 
face to their neighbors and families and re- 
alize why this is so important, [Morrison] 
said. After a year and a half of trying to claim 
the wealth he helped build with the partner 
he lost, Morrison says the court ruling is bit- 
tersweet." 

Probably a few thousand in attorney fees 
as well. Essentially, the law as it stands has 
so twisted the path to justice it took Morri- 
son 18 months to persuade a court to give 
him money the couple had earned together. 
You see, same-sex couples intertwine their 
lives in the same ways straight married cou- 
ples do. One person may make more at one 
point. The other may stay home and take 
care of their children or return to school. 
Then, it can reverse. All the while, as they 
live their lives in tandem, what they gather is 
due to both people. 

Morrison was just fighting for his own 
property. 

Fortunately there wasn't even an adverse 
party in this entanglement. Proehl's parents 
believed Morrison was owed the money. 
'The life insurance company had to pay re- 
gardless. They didn't care who it went to. 
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The bank also was simply waiting for the 
court to decide who should get the money. 
Neither entity cared where the money went. 
They had no dog in that fight. 

Can you imagine if Proehl’s parents 
weren’t so reasonable or if the shared asset 
was a business partnership? It took thou- 
sands of dollars in legal costs and over a year 
and a half for Morrison to get his money 
without a single person saying, “Nope. Not 
yours.” So, I decided to see what other prob- 
lems these laws are causing. 

I asked Jonathan Burris, an attorney who 
specializes in GLBT legal issues what other 
issues the GLBT community faces. 

Burris explained he has clients grap- 
pling with the issue of same-sex divorce in 
this state. Because of the state Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA) law, judges don’t be- 
lieve they can recognize these out of state 
marriages or civil unions. As a result, these 
people are stuck in a legal relationship in 
another jurisdiction without being able to 
get out of it here in their home state. Bur- 
ris read a list of legal issues that affect these 
people and they include the following: 

a. Plaintiff cannot establish another 
marriage or enter into another legal mar- 
riage type relationship while she remains 
party to this marriage. 

b. Without dissolving this marriage 
any property acquired by plaintiff may be 
considered marital property subject to equi- 
table distribution and may be liable for debts 
incurred by defendant without plaintiff’s 
knowledge or consent. 


б; As a party to a marriage, plaintiff is 
responsible for support of defendant 
d. As her spouse, defendant may be 


able to make unwanted emergency medical 
decisions about plaintiff 

e. Were plaintiff to legally marry 
again while this marriage was not dissolved, 
in most jurisdictions, including Minnesota, 
she would be liable for the crime of bigamy 
punishable by substantial loss of liberty and 
property. 

I asked him if this left Minnesotans in a 
kind of “legal limbo.” Burris replied, "That's 
absolutely accurate and that’s how I’ve heard 
it described by judges. It’s legal limbo and 


its unfair. Our society is supposed to be 
about fairness." I've always believed the law 
was supposed to provide remedies to our 
problems. With the state DOMA law on the 
books, people who have "tied the knot" le- 
gally in other places are now left without a 
way to resolve their dilemma. It's more than 
unfair. It seems almost cruel. 

I then asked Burris if he thought civil 
union legislation was a viable alternative 
now. Burris said, “My approach for the thir- 
ty years I've been a gay activist on this par- 
ticular issue is to have people advocate for all 
the different options. You have to keep try- 
ing different recipes in the different states 
[to find the right solution]." 

He didn't consider civil union legislation 
as settling. Instead he believes this is a pro- 
cess. Burris said, "Whether [civil unions] 
are the first step or the seventh step, it's a 
start. I could probably count six other steps 
that have happened in the progression to- 
ward equality of our relationships." As far as 
same-sex marriage legislation as being the 
only alternative, Burris thought that wasn't 
a good strategy. 

“I think saying we're not going to budge 
an inch until we get full recognition of gay 
marriage is not constructive. I think we 
should try all of these things and in the 
meantime we are educating the larger cul- 
ture about our problems." 

Burris is in the trenches daily working 
with the GLBT community on legal issues. 
He's on the front line and sees the problems 
that need solving today, not in ten years or 
whatever. We may think only full recogni- 
tion of same-sex marriage is true equality 
but in the meantime, our fellow citizens are 
struggling with these problems. 

If we can get the full benefits, privileges, 
and responsibilities of marriage but have it 
called by a different name, we have won. It 
is the substantive issues that matter and not 
what it's called. There are far more people 
willing to give us civil unions right now than 
those who will grant us same-sex marriage. 
As we heard from DFL Governor Mark Day- 
ton, he isn't interested in helping us today. 

He said, as quoted in the Star Tribune 
piece by Baird Helgeson on January 8, 2013, 


"Dayton faces opportunity and peril in com- 
ing year", 

"I'm not going to try to push the boulder 
up the mountain, but if it's just giving it a 
little nudge to get it over the hump," Dayton 
said, "that's totally different." 

Maybe he'd push a little harder if the 
mountain wasn't so high. 

The people affected by these laws are 
real. We must live our lives going forward. 
Every day we grapple with life's issues and 
how our relationships are treated by the 
state matters. Perhaps some believe civil 
unions aren't the solution, but it is certainly 
better than nothing. As Burris said, we've 
traveled many steps to get where we are. We 
shouldn't stop progressing because we can't 
get it all right now. O 


CONTACT YOUR POLITICIANS 
Governor Mark Dayton 

Phone: (651) 201-3400 

Email: http://mn.gov/governor/contact-us/ 
form/ (Web Contact Form) 

Senator Tom Bakk 

Phone: (651) 296-8881 

Email: sen.tom.bakk{dsenate.mn 
Representative Paul Thissen 
Phone: (651) 296-5375 

Email: rep.pauLthissen(dhouse.mn 
Representative Erin Murphy 
Phone: (651) 296-5496 

Email: rep.erin.murphy(ahouse.mn 


See also: 

"The DFLs Big Gay Farce” from Issue 457, 
November 29, 2012 

"Three of Four Top Elected Minnesota 
Politicians Comment on the Marriage De- 
bate" from Issue 458, December 13, 2012 
“Earnest Money:' Repeal DOMA Now” from 
Issue 458, December 13, 2012 

"Why We Can't Wait" an Interview with Sen. 
John Marty from Issue 460, January 10, 
2013 

"Waiting for Superman" from Issue 460, 
January 10, 2013 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


ATTORNEYS 


EMPLOYMENT 


Taxes Giving 
You a Headache? 


Meet Our 
Newest Income 
Tax Specialist. 


Paul Vetsch can help. 


R 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


paulv@RORTax.com | RORTax.com 


Lee Roehl * Mike Cassidy * Mike Simon 
Lee Zurek e Paul Vetsch 


ALARM PROTECTION 


Gordy Neuman 


Mobile: 612-366-2050 
Licensed • Bonded - Insured 


IPROTECTION, INC. 


Commercial - Residential - Fire 
Business: 612-728-0000 - Fax: 612-721-8993 
Email: gordy@ask4asap.com Web: www.ask4asap.com 


ATTORNEYS 


Did Social Security Say 
You're Not Disabled? 
We specialize in appealing 
Social Security disability claims. 
No Recovery - No Fee 
Call us and get the help you need. 


Eileen Bohn 
763-557-6525 


bohnandassociates.com 


Bohn&Associates 


Social Security Disability Claim Services 


BANKRUPTCY 


: Debt analysis 
- Help with creditors 
: Legal representation 


Chris D. Kramer 
Attorney at Law 


(612) 
298-5656 


eramerleaaldaryieds: com 


AUTOMOTIVE 


ES HONEST -120 
AUTO CARE X 


Full Service Eco-Friendly Auto Service Ss 
Home of Honest Mechanics: 


3 Locations: Minneapolis, Anoka, and Eagan 
Hours: Mon-Fri - 7-6 e Saturday 8-4 
www.honestiuptown.com 

HONEST-1 ANOKA нон 1 MINNEAPOLIS HONEST 1 EAGAN 
2701 Fairoak Ave. 525 Diffley Rd, Suite 1050 


Anoka, MN 55303 Eagan, MN 55123 
763-270-0424 651-994-9000 


ai ММ 55405 
(612) 871-7545 


(HAGENS 2252 


Family Owned & Operated For Over 60 years! 
Free Estimates 
All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 


www.hagensautobody.com | l 
28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls L 
(612) 872-6671 N 


Thomas Auto Body 


We are Employee Owned! 
5170 West Broadway, Crystal 


763-746-0259 


Advertise your business in 


qA) THE NETWORK 


Call 612-436-4698 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 
for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barryGlavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


Sy 


к> 


Весоте а 
Minneapolis 


FIREFIGHTER Ceescuss 


ANY MINNEAPOLIS FIRE STATION 
* MINNEAPOLIS HUMAN RESOURCES, 
250 S. 4TH ST. - RM. 100 


APPLICATION ACCEPTED: 

* JANUARY 31 THROUGH FEBRUARY 2, 2013 (ONLY) 

* MUST APPLY IN PERSON AT THE NE ARMORY, 
1025 Broadway St. NE, Minneapolis, MN 

MINUMUM QUALIFICATIONS: 

* HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR EQUIVELANT 

* EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER 

* VALID DRIVER'S LICENSE 


MINIMUM EXPERIENCE: 
* NONE 


WEBSITE: 
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/fire/jobs/index.htm 


CONTACT: Captain Melanie Rucker 
EMAIL: Melanie.rucker@minneapolismn.gov 


PHONE: (612) 673-3599 


FLORAL SHOPS 


Your Friendly maignborivod Florist 


Ask about our 
Romance Package! 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 
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THE NETWORK 


GUN SHOPS 


HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


+ Fully stocked firearms dealer 
* Indoor shooting facilities 
«Training courses 
4080 W. Broadway Ave. N. 
Robbinsdale • 763-533-9594 


3621 88th Ave. NE 
Circle Pines • 763-792-4867 


billsgs.com 


Bill’s 


ODERLIN 


М 612-221-4080z2:c | 
і PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 
| Serving the entire Twin Cities Area | 
! Emergency Service Available | 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


3612 Cedar Avenue South 
Minneapolis MN 55407 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #M1764#M359 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 

Office: 612-706-8210 

Cell: 612-998-3157 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE ¢ REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS * TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELING.COM 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-5222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


Plumbing Service & Repair, 
Boiler Service & Install 
High Efficiency Boilers) & Water Heaters 
Licensed; Bonded; Insured 
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* Sanding 

* Refinishing 
* Install 

* Repair 

* Maintenance 


7-time Angie’s List 
Super Service 
Award Winner! 


612-290-1533 


www.earlsfloorsanding.com 


dw 


www.goodstuffmoving.com 


651-288-2808 

Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


All forms of Home Services provided! 


No job too small * Residential or Commercial 
24 Hour Service * Licensed Bonded Insured 
Chris 612.275.2117 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


INSURANCE 


GREAT SERVICE — GREAT RATES! 
Providing Insurance and Financial Services 
=>. Auto • Home Life • Health 
| \ Retirement * Business * Bank 


e 9 Late aria 


23 Years Experience 


www.KimberlyNybo.com 
Email: Kim@NyboAgency.com 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


Davina M. Baldwin 


FARMERS 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


ieee 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
LINSURANCE | 


07497 9/12 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


LARPENTEUR ANIMAL HOSPITAL 


wee, 
а 


“Because Our Pets ате Family” 


Complete Medical, Dental and Surgical Care 
Free First Exam 


Dr. Dan Anderson, Dr. Julie Dahlke ue 
Dr. Christy Hutchins 


1136 Larpenteur Ave. wes a T 
651-487-3712 • larpenteuranimalhospital.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist • 612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


Therapy Center 
Convenient Midway Location 


2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 
www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 


THE NETWORK 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Julie Childs . 


MSW, LICSW, LADC 
is Abel ‘band on the 
Psychotherapist aan yong 
Individual and Couples Therapy 
Collaborative, Non-Judgemental, Caring Approach 
Experienced (25 years in the field) 
Free Phone Consultation. 
Office: (651) 783-5656 * Fax: (651) 483-1525 
2353 Rice Street, Suite 214 * Roseville, MN 55113 
jebildstberapyG gmail.com 


f 


Carise Rotach-Beard 


MA, LAMFT, Psychotherapist 


f; Individual & Relationship Counseling 
651-983-9215 


co ive 


sparkcollabo.com 


REAL ESTATE 


Ill do my Fairy best to 
find your Happy Place! 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist $V 


MAVRIK 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


| Calmetor | SCOTT HAUBRICH 
“Markt 612-298-5400 


Analysis SCOTT@BUYRENTSELLMN/G 8,4 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


Live Well... Invest Wisely! 


www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


en 612.827.9537 


WEDDING SERVICES 


DLG CREATIVE MANAGEMENT 
ng & event plannin 


P 612-870-9082 pes 
Contact us for your event [а] 


N 
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DATELAND | Jennifer Parello 


Hell Froze Over 


THIS MORNING, as we were sitting on 
the couch drinking coffee, my girlfriend 
turned to me and said, “Do you think it’s 
odd that we feel so calm after what’s hap- 
pened over the past 24 hours?"I had no idea 
what she was talking about. But then, I often 
don’t. She’s the type of person who starts a 
conversation in her head and doesn’t be- 
gin to include me until she’s well into her 
internal dialogue. After having a silent de- 
bate with herself for 15 minutes, she’ll look 
at me meaningfully and ask, “Don’t you 
agree?” I usually say, “Absolutely not! Your 
reasoning is deeply flawed!” This generally 
starts an argument, even though I have no 
clue what Гуе just disagreed with, which 
typically ends in awesome makeup sex. 

But, back to this morning. 

Since I was a bit hungover and didn’t feel 
up to arguing or makeup sex, I responded, 
“What the hell are you talking about?” 

"Don't you think it's strange that we had 
friendly encounters with four of our exes 
over the past 24 hours?" she explained. 

*Oh, that!" I exclaimed. "Yes, and it all 
took place on Dec. 21, 2012, the day the 
Mayans predicted the world would end." 

This column will appear in Lavender in 
January, but I’m writing it on Dec. 22, the 
day after the Mayans said the world would 
end. Here are the remarkable events that 
happened to me on that day: 

e At 6 a.m., one of my exes, who once 
vowed to never speak my name or any 
other female name beginning with the let- 
ter “J”, sent me an email warning me of an 
impending crisis that threatened one of my 
large work contracts. I was able to prevent 
this disaster thanks to her communiqué. 
Even though she addressed me as “Enni- 
fer,” clearly telegraphing that her boycott 
of the letter “J” was still in place, she signed 


the email with “xoxo.” 

* At noon, I got a call from my girl 
friend’s ex, who wanted to commiserate 
over their 12-year-old son’s new flirtation 
with teenaged sulkiness. My girlfriend had 
ended a long-term relationship with this 
woman shortly before we got together, and 
for years I was terrified that her ex blamed 
me for the breakup. But, now, we get along 
so well that my girlfriend fears that ГЇЇ 
leave her for her ex. 

* In late afternoon, I got a text from my 
most recent ex. We live across the street 
from each other, which had once created 
an East/West Berlin situation in our small 
town. Friends who wanted to visit me (the 
villain in the breakup) would have to do so 
under the cover of darkness so that gun- 
man from my ex’s side of the street didn’t 
shoot them down for treason. But middle- 
aged malaise and new romantic dramas 
have established a fragile peace in the 
neighborhood. My ex wrote to alert me 
that my dogs had escaped my yard while 
I was at work, and that she had corralled 
them and returned them to my house. 

* At 6 p.m., we met my girlfriend’s for- 
mer mistress for dinner. She was so jealous 
when my girlfriend and I got together that 
she'd loudly broadcast angry messages 
from the answering machine demanding 
that we take our hands off each other and 
get out of bed. I refused to meet her for 
years. Now, we meet for dinner regularly 
and exchange gifts at Christmas. 

Looking back on the events of Dec. 21, 
2012, it’s clear to me that the interpreta- 
tion of the Mayan prediction was wrong. 
'They didn't predict that the world would 
end. Rather, they said that it was the day 
that hell would freeze over. And they were 
right. O 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To re- 
serve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436-4698 or 
email advertising@lavenderma- 
gazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 

Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 

recovery solutions, Helping people 

reclaim their lives from the disease о 
iction. 

PO Вох 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center Giy, N 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project The 

Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, 
Food Shelf an Supportive Services. 


730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www.aliveness. 


org 


Clare Housing 

Affordable housing, supportive 
services & compassionate care 
to people living with HIV/AIDS, 
Volunteer opportunities available! 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 236-9515 


www.clarehousing.org 


HIM Program - Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health Clinic. 
525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 

уун ШМрго ram.org 

www.sto MN.com 

wwwinSPOT org/ Minnesota 
www.Capsprogram.orga 


Minnesota AIDS Project AIDSLine 
The AlDSLine is the statewide 

referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 

1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 595 05 (metro) ог 

800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park house home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals 
to gariçipate in research studies. 

420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 
Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over The 
World And Every Period Of Human 
History. Free Admission Daily! 

O 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


EDUCATION 

Minnesota Internship Center 
Charter School 
"Everyone Welcome Except Bullies." 
HS diploma, free bus pass, wor 
readiness, support services, diverse, 
Fabulous! 

Sabathani Cgmmunity Center 

310 E. 38th St., Rm LL-9 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 722-5416 


www.mnic.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Second Foundation School 
Academic Freedom Since 1970 
K-12 Democratic School 
Unique Inclusive Community 
Take Charge of Your Education 
Be Yourself! 

1219 University Avenue SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
Contact Starri Hedges 
612-378-1014 
SecondFSchool@gmail.com 
www.SecondFoundationSchool.org 


William Mitchell College of Law 
Minnesota’s largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888)-962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENTS 


Minneapolis Bike Tour 

Annual bike ride in September 

supporting Minneapolis Parks. 

Fully supported route, refreshments 
music in finish area. 

2117 W. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 230-6400 

www.minneapolisbiketour.com 

mplsbiketour@minneapolisparks.org 


FITNESS 


YWCA of Minneapolis 

Serving men, women and families in 
an inclusive, welcoming environment. 
Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexua 
health to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytree 


Park Nicollet 

Park Nicollet Health Services offers 
the personalized care 

and support you deserve for your 
health, healing and learning. 
3850 Park Nicollet Blvd. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 993-3123 
www.parknicollet.com 
www.tacebook.com/parknicollet 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of DVDs, 
books, and magazines. 

Visit the library today! 

1619 Dayton Ave., Ste. 105, 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 641-0969. 


www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
KFAI 

Radio without boundaries. 

1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 341-3144 


www.kfai.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the studentrun radio station 
of the University of Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MEN'S HEALTH 


Among Men 

Educates and supports men to 
develop a greater confidence around 
their sexuality and sexual health. 
1300 S. 2nd St., Ste. 300 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 626-7937 
amongmen@umn.edu 
www.amongmen.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 

Museum, Minnesota History 

Center, Northwest Company Fur Post, 
James J. Hill House and Historic Fort 
Snelling. They're located all around 
the state. Learn more at 
www.visitMNhistory.org 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
The Science Museum is the Upper 
Midwest's must-see, must-do museum. 
120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

[65] 221-2547 


ttp://www.smm.org 


Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a 
leading venue for the presentation of 
the art of our time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 375-7600 


www.walkerart.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Art is everywhere. You just need to 
now where to look. Expand your 

vision. Free admission. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


PERFORMING ARTS 

Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 


www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 


www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Grand-scale musicals & fearless 

dramas, personal accounts & 
anoramic views: Garland, Civil War, 

1968, a Diary, & Gangsters! 

30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 


www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 

artists and new work while sparking 

conversation about challenging 
uman issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


James Sewell Ballet 

Nationally renowned contemporary 

ballet company based in the Twin 

Cities and touring the world. 
Hennepin Ave., Ste. 215 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 672-0480 


www.jsballet.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, 
the Minnesota Orchestra, one 

of America’s leading symphony 
orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
.O. Box 6116 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 656-5676 


www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 

Professional, multiracial company, 

promotes cultural pluralism through 

ШЕ ТОДУ an: Radical 
ospitality no-cost admission program. 
1501 S. Ath St 


Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Mu Performing Arts 

Is the 2nd larges? pan-Asian 

performing arts organization in the 
.S., and is home fo Theater Mu, an 

Asian American theater company, 

and Mu Daiko, a Japanese taiko 

drumming group. 

355 Wabasha St. N., Suite 140, 

St.Paul, MN 55102 

[651 789-1012 


ttp://www.muperforming arts.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse world- 
class dance and music artists. 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 

performing arts and educationa 

programs that enrich diverse 
udiences. 


a 
345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 

Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds 
through exceptional talent and 
mastertul stories. 

20 West Seventh Pl. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Pillsbury House 

Get closer than ever before to thrilling 
contemporary theatre and the Twin 
Cities best actors. 

3501 Chicago Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0708 ext. 117 


www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


The Lab Theater 

6000-square foot warehouse in 
the heart of downtown presenting 
immersive theatrical events. 

700 N. Ist St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 333-7977 


www.thelabtheater.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 389-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes for retired 
racing greyhounds. Greyhounds 

are calm, good-natured, and make 
excellent pets. 

info@gpa-mn.org 

www.gpa-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suin 
the State for marriage equality. We 
welcome your support. 

P. O. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 

Duluth Superior Pride 

Our Colors Won't Run! Join us for the 
4-day festival held over Labor Day 
weekend. 

P.O. Box 3198 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 761-0726 


www.dspride.com 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, volunteers, 
and board members. Contact us 


today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-6900 


www.tcpride.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Churc 

Faith for all. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agemcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

е welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of Christ. 
333 Twelfth St. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Churc 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 
YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 

First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


First Congregational Church of 
Minnesota 

Friendly open/affirming, "Just Peace" 
community; welcoming persons of all 


races, cultures and sexual orientations. 


500 8th Ave. SE 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 331-3816 


www firstchurchmn.org 


First Unitarian Society 
Proclaiming together: We are all 
worthy. Sunday services at 10:30. 
900 Mount Curve Ave. 
Minneapolis MN 

(612) 377-6608 


www firstunitarian.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey with 
Hennepin's Faith Community Through 
Worship, Education, Fellowship, 
Service, and more. 

о Grovelang Ave. Minneapolis, 


(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 

Church, 

А covenant network congregation 

welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 

www.hohchurch.org 

Mayim Rabim Reconstructionist 

Congregation 

We are an evolving urban Jewish 

community үүө coming diverse 
ackgrounds and celebrating our 

shared heritage. 

Friends Meeting House 

4401 York Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55410 

612-247-5490 


www.mayimrabim.org 


Minneapolis Jewish Federation 
We build community, care for the 
welfare of Jews everywhere & 
maximize participation in Jewish life. 
13100 Wayzata Blvd., Suite 200 
Minnetonka, MN 

(952) 593-2600 


www.jewishminneapolis.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 
Progressive Christianity, Tradfional 
Setting & Service, Social Action, The 
Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, M 

(612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your fait 
journey... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church with Wingspan Ministr 
+ PASTORAL CARE'* EDUCATION + 
WITNESS + ADVOCACY + Outreach 
of St. Paul-Reformation Church to the 
GLBTQA Community. 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 

St. Paul’s United Church of 
Christ 

A vibrant, re-vitalizing metro 
congregation welcoming "you" on 
God's journey of love and justice. 
900 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-5809 
www.SPUCConSummit.org 

Temple of ECK 

ECKANKAR 

Worship Services the first Sunday of 
each month, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
7450 Powers Blvd, 

Chanhassen, MN 

(952) 380-2200 
www.lempleofECK.org 


Union Congregational United 
Church of Christ 


Socially and theologically progressive. 


Open and affirming. A ‘Just Peace! 
church, founded in 

3700 Alabama Ave. S. 

St. Louis Park, MN 
952-929-8566 


www.unionslp.com 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender idenity. 


www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 

Churc 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God's Grace. 

ЫШЫ Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, 


M 
(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Lutheran Social Services of 
Minnesota 


Wholly committed to making life better 


for our most vulnerable citizens since 
1865. 
2485 Como Avenue 


St. Paul, MN 
(651) 642-5990 


www.lssmn.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business Association 
Visit the historic St. Croix river town o 
Due aproar dia 
nique shopping, orchards, dining, 
wine bar, activities, B&B. 
www.affonmnarea.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day trip...or weekend 
etaway! Historic Rivertown. 
irthplace of Minnesota. Minutes 
from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/Cruise/ 
Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stifwater/Odk Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
1 Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater MN 55082 
[651-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B's. Attractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Stockholm Wisconsin 

Small Village...Big Arts 

Small town charm, old world 

roots, world class culture. One of 
Midwest Liyings “Top 10 Small Town 
Getaway's"Come spend the weekend 
with us! 
www.stockholmwisconsin.com 


zoos 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 


18000 Zop ДҮ 
е Valle 
(952) 431-9200 


www.mnzoo.org 
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MS. BEHAVIOR? | мегу Cohn 


Inexpensive Gifts From the Heart 
and Sticky-Fingered Ex 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

I have been living with my boyfriend for 
almost a year now and I am very much in 
love with him. I appreciate everything he's 
done for me and being with him makes me 
feel loved like Гуе never been before-not 
even around my own family. 

A while ago, when I came home from 
school, I noticed that he had done some 
Christmas shopping. I didn't know what to do 
because I had no money to go out and pick 
something up for him. I felt like such a loser. 

He told me that he has everything he 
needs and didn't want anything for Christ- 
mas; he just needs me. This is not okay with 
me, so ГЇЇ get him something as soon as I can, 
even if it’s not until the middle of summer. 

But I love him with all my heart and I 
don’t want to let too much time go by without 
doing anything to show him that I appreciate 
him very much. I want to let him know that 
I’m the luckiest man on earth to have him as 
my boyfriend. What should I do? 

—S. Н. 


Dear S.H.: 

It sounds like your boyfriend understands 
that you're broke because you're a student. 
Christmas of 2012 may have been a lean holi- 
day for you, but it was only one holiday, in 
one year of your relationship. In fatter years, 
you'll be able to buy presents for him, too. 
Meanwhile, remember that buying gifts is 


relatively easy and does not even require 
feelings of intimacy. The other concrete 
things you can do to express your love are 
probably more meaningful: 

1) Make him a great dinner. (If you’re 
extremely broke, you’d better make sure 
he's gone food shopping so you'll have the 


right ingredients.) 
2) Rub his feet. 
3) Write him a love poem. 
4) Bake him some cookies or a cake. 


5) Take him to a beautiful (free) place 
and tell him how you feel about him. 

6) Light candles all around the bed- 
room; perform oral sex. (Candles are op- 
tional.) 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

My girlfriend, Francis, and I broke up 
over a year ago. We weren't in love anymore, 
and the breakup seemed to be mutual, al- 
though once we were apart, she acted angry. 

Гуе spent the last six months out of the 
country, on business. While I was gone, 
Francis e-mailed me a few different times 
asking if she could stay at my place while 
various rooms in her apartment were being 
renovated. I had misgivings about letting her 
stay in my home while I wasn't there, but I 
reluctantly agreed, hoping it would help to 
facilitate a friendship between us when I re- 
turned home. 

Now that I'm back, Francis is unfriendly. 


We live in a small town and travel in the same 
social circles. When we run into one another, 
she often glares or makes snide remarks. 

Here's my question: Once I got back 
home, I realized that some of my possessions 
were missing. Among them were cookware, 
dishes, and both of my vibrators (which we 
had sometimes used together). She obvious- 
ly went through my personal things; some of 
my clothes and even letters were put away 
in the wrong drawers. I feel very violated by 
this. Should I confront her? 

—VIBELESS 


Dear Vibeless: 

Taking your things and even rearrang- 
ing them seems like Francis’s attempt to get 
your attention. She clearly has gotten it. But 
why give her the satisfaction of letting her 
know that she’s gotten to you? If she is un- 
scrupulous enough to have taken your frying 
pans and your dildos, it’s unlikely she’ll admit 
it when you confront her, so you still won’t 
get them back. 

It sounds like it’s time to change your 
locks. Once you've done that, splurge and 
get new cookware and vibrators. It seems 
like the only way to disengage with her right 
now. It’s always good to get new sex toys af- 
ter a relationship ends; besides, you'll prob- 
ably get more pleasure out of a vibrator that 
is untainted with Eau de Francis. O 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


Гат going to Bill's Bar. 
Je m'en vais au bar Chez Bill. 
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C'est le meilleur bar pour célibataires. 


The best singles gay bar. 


Its motto written with golden letters in 
the toilets is famous. 
Sa devise inscrite en lettres dorées dans 
les toilettes est légendaire. 


POR RODRO 


It says: "What is yours, is mine". 
Phew! 
Ca dit: “Ce qui t'appartient m'appartient”. 
Fiou! 
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EMPLOYMENT 


Recruiting Company seeks part-time 
Cold Caller. Flexible hours, casual dress 
and parking provided. 10-12 hours/week, 
experience required. $12 per hour plus 
commissions. Call Mike: (952) 544-0836. 


COTTAGE HOUSE * An Occasional Market • 
Next sale: BED & BREAKFAST! FEBRUARY 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10 Wed. - Sun 10am-6pm • 4304 
Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com. 


HOME SERVICES 


RUSTY NAIL WOODCRAFT since 1985. 
Quality custom cabinetry, desks, tables, 
bedroom furniture etc. Quality and 
customer satisfaction are key, from a 
single vanity to a whole house. www. 
rustynailwoodcraft.com. Ben Pawlak: (952] 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Kate Heffelfinger, M.A., Licensed 
Psychologist. 19 years experience. 
Focusing on mindful intentional living. 
Learning to live with uncertainty in an 
uncertain world. Adult individuals/couples. 
No charge initial session. (612) 922-9100, 
kate_heffelfingerfamsn.com. 


TOM GLASER, MS, PSYCHOLOGIST e 
COACH • CELEBRANT. (612) 240-4289. 
http://www.tomglaserlp.com/. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis (@ (612) 306-6323. 


938-6452. 
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THROUGH THESE EYES | Justin Jones 


Pm The Girl In The Relationship 


A November article in Scientific Ameri- 
can reiterates evidence that in countries 
where higher gender inequality exists, so 
too exists more established “traditional” 
gender roles (Melanie Tannenbaum’s “We 
Can’t Blame Everything on Powerful Men”). 
The greater the gender inequality, as de- 
fined by the 2006 Gender Gap Index study, 
the higher the propensity to perceive gender 
roles stereotypically. So, Women: get your 
cleaning supplies together, cook some damn 
chicken, and bear our children; Men: get 
your penis hard and have at it! 

In countries where gender inequality 
pervades, men and women are (surprise, 
surprise) more apt to find attractive the tra- 
ditional attributes of masculinity and femi- 
ninity while choosing their mates-more so 
than their brothers and sisters who live in 
states of smaller gender equality gaps. In 
high gender-gap countries, for example, a 
man puts less (or maybe no) emphasis on 
wanting a woman of high intelligence, but 
puts a great emphasis on her physical attrac- 
tiveness. 

Duh. 

But what would the results of this study 
show if it were conducted with us gays? 
Does there exist such a standard gender 
role to which, say, one might always abide? 
And would the attractiveness of such a role 
also determine acceptance, even the expec- 
tation, of the attributes of the effeminate 
and masculine? 

Before you gets your panties in a knot 
for my ask-stating the obvious, allow me to 


clarify that I am not talking purely about 
sexual roles. Top or bottom? Boring dis- 
cussion. I instead wonder about how we 
fundamentally perceive ourselves in our 
sexual relationships. 

This begs the always well-received, al- 
ways intelligently articulated, always won- 
derfully astute question: “So who’s the guy 
and who’s the girl?” 

The balance of dominance in a relation- 
ship is never in equipoise. Someone always 
has more power than the other (however 
teensy-weensy). But does this make the 
less dominant partner the “girl?” And, if it 
does, is it then permissible, or more attrac- 
tive, that the “girl” is more effeminate than 
the “guy?” 

There are men and women, gay and 
straight, who identify with stereotypical 
gender roles; even in Amurca, this great 
country of ours. Beyond the limits of these 
stereotypes extends a vast, uncomfortable 
wilderness (imagine in good humor-while I 
have a moment to slip this in-Chuck Norris 
bottoming). 

Iam one of these people...ish. 

In my childhood-in my preteens, be- 
fore I grasped “gender roles"-I fantasized 
about being a helpless damsel, running from 
goblins and warlocks, and into the arms of- 
forgive the second cliche-my knight in shin- 
ing armor! I likewise dreamed, even then, 
of sleeping in his arms and playing a whole- 
hearted Stepford wife. 

These fantasies followed me into high 
school, when I'd pretend football players 


were doing things fo me-not with me-and, 
in these fantastic scenarios, I wasn't to be 
pleased. I was the submissive, sometimes 
masochistic, housewife. 

Later on, while living in Arkansas, I very 
briefly swapped roles for a 3-month relation- 
ship in which I attempted the role of the 
dominant-maybe to try things for out a bit- 
but quickly I reverted to what undoubtedly 
I considered to be my lot in life: an aspira- 
tional submissive. 

Things changed, and continue to, as I 
age. I’m no longer content with being mere- 
ly the submissive. But neither am I savvy 
on shifting dominance. My role, at least as I 
know it for myself, is what one of those afore- 
mentioned adroit questioners would call the 
"girl" in the relationship. 

But, anecdotally, the influence of such 
gender “roles,” and maybe even the expec- 
tation of such roles in gay relationships, 
do not translate always into the accep- 
tance of “femininity” as stereotypes define 
them. I’m no expert on lesbian or transgen- 
der perception of this point, but I know too 
well that, more times than not, an effemi- 
nate male partner is less attractive than one 
who is more traditionally masculine. Hop 
onto any gay male, dalliance-seeking web- 
site and you'll find very quickly those who 
request "no femmes." 

Which might read rather, well, versatilely, 
after noting Melanie Tannenbaum's obser- 
vation, “When we do observe gender differ- 
ences in mate preferences, it’s not a function 
of biology-it's a function of culture." O 
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ew OPEN Ke Chose NY F | R ST о 09 
Thursdays 
The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


WHEN: 
Thursday, February 7 


TIME: 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 


COST: 
FREE 


WHERE: 


LORING KITCHEN ВАК 


1359 Willow St. • Minneapolis 


FEATURING: 


Drink Specials 
Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres 
Prize Drawings 


KITC H EN & BAR HOST ORGANIZATIONS: 


HRC Twin Cities, Project 515, OutFront Minnesota, 


www.LoRiNGKITCHEN.COM North Country Bears, All God's Children MCC, PFund, 
[612] 843 0400 * 1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS Minneapolis Movie Bears, TCGMC 
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PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 
KETEL ONE Vodka. Distilled from Wheat. 40% Alc/Vol. ©2012 Imported by Ketel One U; f Viejo, CA. 


